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FADE | N:

SUPER: I N 490 BC, ATHENS MANAGED TO FEND OFF PERSI AN | NVASI ON
AT THE BATTLE OF MARATHON. DARIUS I, "GOD- KING' OF PERSI A,
Eg$E¥DED REVENGE, BUT H S ATTENTI ON WAS DI VERTED TO REBELLI OQUS

EXT. THERMOPYLAE PASS -- DAY

It is md-afternoon on the third day of battle at the Pass
of Thernopyl ae, the "Hot Gates".

SUPER:  FOR 10 YEARS DARI US WAS DI STRACTED W TH QUELLI NG
REBELLI ON, G VING TI ME FOR ATHENS TO ORGANI ZE THE CI TI ES OF
GREECE UNDER THE CORI NTHI AN LEAGUE. ALL JO NED EXCEPT SPARTA.

The remains of the Geek resisters are being cut down by the
overwhel m ng Persian arny.

SUPER:  NOW XERXES, SON OF DARI US, HAVI NG Re- ESTABLI SHED
PERSI AN CONTROL | N EGYPT, SEEKS TO REALIZE H S FATHER S
AMBI TI ON - TO SUBJUGATE THE GREEK WORLD UNDER THE POWER OF
THE GREAT GOD- KI NG

Thousands of Persian soldiers attack and cut into the few
hundred Thespi ans and Spartans that still |ive.

_ ~ LEONIDAS (V.0Q)
Nhng inthis world believe a Spartan
to be a nmadnman, possessed of denons.
We are not mad. W are Spartan.

The Spartans fight desperately vicious. Mst have |ost their
weapon, but all fall victimto the greater Persian nunbers.

LEONI DAS (V. Q) (CONT' D)
Know that a Spartan is the greatest
of all nen, the nost perfect creature.

Spartans wi t hout a weapon use anythinﬁ t hey can; rocks,
sticks, fists, nails, even their teeth.

LEONI DAS (V.O.) (CONT' D
The Gods have chosen us above all others
as their weapon. Every day we train
and work our bodies to be as solid and
as strong as rock.

Am dst the battle scene, the Spartan King, LEONI DAS (39

flghts ferociously against the Persian Ceneral, AB IVES
(38). Hi s dreadlocked hair and |ong beard drip with dirty
sweat and foaned spit. Hs short sword gl eans scarlet red
in the sun and his red cloak and arnor are wet with bl ood.

_ LEONI DAS (V. Q) (CONT' D)
Qur mnds and our will are nade as
sharp as a spear's tip.

Abrocones fights Leonidas with a sword in each hand.

Leoni das, skilled in his weapon, parries and returns each
attack. But, in the end, fatigue | eaves Leoni das out matched.
Aﬁrocgnes finds a hole in Leonidas' form and stabs hi mthrough
t he chest.



LEONI DAS (V. Q) (CONT' D)
We do not fear death nor pain. W are
death. We are fear.

The sword passes throuEh him sticking out of his back.
Leonidas falls to his knees, grimacing fromthe great pain.

LEONI DAS (V. O ) (CONT' D)
W are Spartan.

ECU LEONI DAS.
Leonidas lets erupt a screamof hate fromhis Spartan heart.
TI TLE: 300

Dl SSOLVE TO

EXT. SPARTA, TRAI NI NG CAMP -- EARLY MORNI NG -- BEFORE
SUNRI SE

SUPER: SPARTA. LATE DECEMBER, 481 BC. LESS THAN A YEAR
BEFORE THERMOPYLAE.

The canE sl eeps exceet for a pack of 7 year old boxs sitting
around EURYBI ADES (57), a large, proud warrior with |ong,
grayi ng dreadl ocked hair and raspy beard. Hew tells them
the story of the Boy and the Fox Cub.

EURYBI ADES _
-- The boy proved his worth in death.
Had he lived, this feeble boy woul d
have becone a great man, worthy of the
title "homoioi ™. Equal. This is what
it is to be a Spartiate.

He | ooks down upon the boys with stern eyes.

EURYBI ADES ( CONT' D)

Al'l of you this day have reached the
age of seven, so it is now conme tine
for you to enter your Agoge. Such
W | derness training is the first step
to becomng a warrior of Sparta. Should
Kou survive, you'll have earned an

onored place anmong our ranks as a
full citizen. And on that day, it

shal | be Kour duty to train unti

battle; then to battle until victory.

O death. For once you enter battle,
you may only return to Sparta with

ei ther your shield in hand, or on your
back upon it, dead. Do you understand?

The boys nod. Even at this age, they are nore hardened than
ot her chil dren.

EURYBI ADES ( CONT' D)
Very well. Go to the river. Collect
materials for your barrack beds. On
the nmorrow, you abandon the shackl es
of boyhood and enter the wild from
whence only nen energe.



BOYS
Yes, Fat her.

The children rise and walk to the river in the Taygetos woods.

_ DIENECES (O S.)
Your skills are wasted on sol di er
duties, "old father".

Eur ybi ades turns to DI ENECES (36), a tall man of nuscle and
sweat, dreaded brown hair and strong beard fl ow ng | ong.

DI ENECES ( CONT' D)
Perhaps you're suited better as a nurse
maid, telling your old, "dusty" tales..

EURYBI ADES
| recall you liked themwell enough
when | spoke themto Kpu at your Agoge.
_§Stepp|n up to hi
And if you call nme "ol d" once nore,
whel p, you'll not live to reach even
this "old father's" age.

They grab the other by their robes. Eurybiades pulls a dagger,
and Dieneces responds with a cooked boar's |eg. They burst
into | aughter. urybi ades takes a bite of the |eg.

) EURYBI ADES ( CONT' D)
Di eneces, | swear, you will speak a
| oke even upon your own deat h.

DI ENECES _
To make | aughter at death is as potent
as any prayer to the Cods.

Eur ybi ades Picks up his spear and shield. A Lanbda is carved
on the shield, as 1t is carved on all Spartan shiel ds.

EURYBI ADES )
| see now why you were nade Captain of
the 300 guard. A head of heav% st one
a

is quite a weapon to weld in ttle.
DI ENECES
(Chuckl i ng) _
Enough, old man. |If | w shed to be
treated by |lips of honey, |'d seek out
m wfe.
EURYBI ADES

Oh, but would that your wife's |ips
were truly |ike mne.

Eur ybi ades grabs Di eneces by the cheeks and kisses his |ips.

DI ENECES
(LaughlngL _ _
Leave offI' | had no desire to kiss
dead bear's dusty arse this norning.

They wal k by the soldier barrack tents filled with sl eeping
Spart ans.
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ARI STODEMUS (52), wakes to their voices. He glowers at them
as they pass and grunbles hinself back to sl eep.

_ EURYBI ADES
The wiles of ny charns have brought ne
much pleasure in the bed, ny friend.
| have the wives to prove it.

DI ENECES
(Eating his |eg)
| noticed a few sheep at your hone...

Eur ybi ades grabs Di eneces' around the neck, squeezing food
fromhis nouth. After a l|augh, Eurybi ades releases him

EURYBI ADES _
And where is the King, this norning?
Wiy is he not subjected to your
"At heni an" wit?

DI ENECES
Wth how the wi nds of Boreas pass your
cheeks in the norning hours, old
teacher, the w se Leonidas knows to
keep a di stance of you.

EXT. FOREST, FOOT OF THE PARNON MOUNTAI NS -- CONTI NUOUS

DI ENECES (V. Q) _
So he engages hinsel f as every norning.

The forest is still dark. LEONIDAS (39), King of Sparta,
swi s nude in a hot sprlng at the foot of the Parnon
Mount ai ns. | oi l ed water from underground and

t is fed b I
Il waterfall fromthe nountains. The hot and

also by a small \ f al
a thick rising steam

cold create
He lifts hinmself out, dripping wet. As he collects his dagger
and red cloak froma rock, he hears a stir in the woods. He

| ooks about with predator eyes and finds a white wolf staring
at him He slowy draws his dagger.

The rest of the wolf's dark furred pack trot up.

Leoni das | ooks deep in the pack | eaders eyes and sees a
kindred spirit. He |loosens his grip on the dagger and nods
toit. The leader trots off, his pack trailing.

Leoni das whips his cloak on and returns to Sparta as the sun
rises.

EXT. SUSA CITY -- MORN NG

SUPER. THE CITY OF SUSA. THE PERSI AN EMPI RE

| NT. DAMARATUS' CHAMBER

DAMARATUS (46), exiled former King of Sparta, enters his

chamber. He apProaches a wood tablet, the front covered in
red wax, and pulls his knife. He has a | ook of concern.



EXT. QUTSI DE SPARTA, THE TAYGETOS RI VER -- AFTERNOON

GORGO (30) finishes a bath under the sun in the Knakion River.
She steps out and dons a tunic. She nounts her horse and
rides out onto the hills with expert skil

She gal | ops over the Babyka Bridge and on to a hill high
above the Evrétas Vall ey where the far off bustling city of
Sparta lies. After a beat, she rides on to it.

EXT. SPARTA, THE TEMPLE OF ARTEM S

Gorgo rides her horse to a stall and di smounts, |eaving the
horse w th anot her woman. An ELDER LADY approaches her.

ELDER LADY

My Lady. The girls await you.
GORGO

Good. | shall be there shortly.

EXT. SPARTA, TRAI NI NG CAMP -- SAME
The Spartans train, spar, exercise and conduct scri mmges.

BUCOLI trains his "Agelai" herd of teenage TRAI NEES by the
barrack tents. 12 surround, in a semcircle, two sp arrln?
with staffs. One Sparer | oses his grip and drops his starf.

BUCQOLI
HALT!

The Trainees stand erect. Bucoli picks up the staff and
cracks the CLUVBY TRAINEE in the knees. drops. Bucoli
t hen savagely kicks and beats himw th the staf

BUCOLI ( CONT' D)
Do you feel pain, Spartan!?

CLUVBY TRAI NEE
(nmouth full of bl ood)
No, Fat her.

Bucol i ki cks hi m agai n.

BUCOLI
Your t ongue, boy! Do you feel
pa|n

CLUVBY TRAI NEE
(Louder)
No Fat her!

BUCCLI
(To the other trainees)
Look at him See there your Agel ai
Brother! He is rottlnﬁ meat! Worns
eat his flesh because he could not
hol d his weapon!

He wal ks into the face of one of the erect TRAI NEE spect at ors.



BUCOLI (CONT' D)
Do you know what that neans, boy?

_ TRAI NEE
(Hesi tant)
N- no, Fat her!

Bucoli jabs himin the gut with the staff. He drops, w nded.

BUCOLI

|t means you are dead! All of YOU!
Dead! Spartans fight as a body! If
one should fall, the body falls with
it! You NEVER rel ease your weapon!
Unless it is broken or your arnms are
cut fromyou body, your weapon remains
a part of you! s that understood! ?!

TRAI NEES
Yes, Fat her!

Bucoli grabs the beaten Trainee and pulls hi mup.

BUCCOLI
Get up! You wll run the perineter of
this city until the sun reaches its
apex. Until then you will not eat,
you will not shit, you wll only know
the sound of your breath. GO

He kicks himin the ass and the Trai nee runs off.

BUCOLI ( CONT' D) _
The rest of you! Sing! Sing until
Apollo tires of the squeals of useless
pitg filth!

The Trainees line up and start singing a song to Aries.
EXT. TEMPLE OF ARTEM S -- DAY

CGorgo exits with a flock of naked girls. She directs them
in exercise. Her notice is drawn by a conmotion at

THE MESS TENT - Leonidas is armwestling with KITTGS (35),
son of Eurybiades. They are watched by many around them
each cheering for their preferred conpetitor.

~ LEONI DAS
(G unting) _
Eur ybi ades breeds strong stock, Kittos.
KITTOS

(Struggling)
Thank you, ny Lord.

Leonidas wins the nmatch. Everyone cheers Leoni das' nane.

~ EURYBI ADES
(Smacki ng Kittos)
Ach! BOK! How coul d you | ose to one
such as he!
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Leonidas rises and takes a swg fromhis cup.

LEONI DAS
Be careful, old one, lest | take your
words as a challenge. 1'd have to
grind your brittle bones to powder.

~ EURYBI ADES
Ha! But | Invite you to try, young

pup. You've not the strength to hold
even ny manhood by two hands.

The men [augh. Leonidas and Eurybi ades nock the start of a
fight, but then throw their arns up and enbrace as "brothers".

Leoni das sees Gorgo sneaki ng peeks at him He begins to
subtly stalk her. Gorgo notices this and wal ks away, a smrk

on her face as she | eads Leonidas behind the tenple.

EXT. REAR OF TEMPLE OF ARTEM S 10
Leoni das catches her and pins her on the wall.

GORCGO
My Lord.

He touches her face.
_ GORGO (CONT' D)
It's forbidden by Rhetra to fraternize
while the sun still hangs in the sky.
LEONI DAS

(Ki ssing her neck)
And | amKing, wfe.

. GORXO
(Pushi ng h|n1backL
Not even the King is above the | aw
She stares in his eyes and touches his cheek.
(Vhi CCR?O ( CONT' D)
i spering
Husband.
She succunbs to her own passion. They Kkiss.
Suddenly, a SPARTAN G RL flies around the corner.
_ SPARTAN G RL
Forgive me, ny Lord. | did not know
you were here.
Leonidas smles to Gorgo and wal ks away.
GORGO
(Stern)
You saw not hi ng.

Gorgo wal ks past her.



SPARTAN d RL
Yes, ny Lady.

11 EXT. SPARTA, TRAI NI NG CAWVP -- CONTI NUOUS

Captain ARI STODEMUS, trainer for the Spartan O ynpic team
is engaged in a westling match.

Two of the soldiers of the Aynpic team KIMON and XUTHGCS,
wrestl e naked, covered in oil. The others | ook on, cheering.

D eneces stands with PLEI STRACHUS (27), son of Leoni das.

ARl STODEMUS
Fool boy! Get under him

~ DI ENECES
You' ve got him Kinon! Yes!

PLEI STRACHUS
Take him brother!

Xut hos maneuvers under Kinon and gets | everage.

ARl STODEMUS
Now you have him boy!

DI ENECES
Ch, no! | di ot!

Leoni das appr oaches.

_ LEONI DAS
Ari st odenus.

ARl STODEMUS
Ki ng Leoni das!

Everyone stands at attention.

LEONI DAS _
How goes the training, Aristodenus?

ARI STODEMUS _
|'ve managed to gather in this lot a
few stones fromthe dirt.

Leoni das grabs Xut hos' crotch.

LEONI DAS
Smal | stones, it would seem

Everyone | aughs.

LEONI DAS ( CONT' D)
And what say you, ny son? Have we the
strength to take the G eeks?

PLEI STRACHUS
Qur victory is not at issue, father.
The only question is whether the
opponent will be worth the effort.



They al |l chuckl e.

_ ~ LEONI DAS
Kinmon. Pleistrachus tells nme you soon
honor your duty to Sparta with a son.

KI MON
brother speaks true. |In a nonth's
time. It wll be a son, I'"'mcertain

of it. Though | won't be present to
confirmny belief. W nake journey to
the Aynpics in a few weeks.

_ LEONI DAS _
There will be an able man to judge

what you have wrought upon the world
when the tinme cones.

Kimon smles and nods. Leonidas pats Xuthos.

LEONI DAS ( CONT' D

Fi ne Spartans, Aristodenus. ou train
themwell. | know you will do us al
honor at the Ganes.

ARl STODEMUS

My thanks, good King.

The proud Spartans salute their King and return to their
training with Aristodenus as Leoni das wal ks of f.

D eneces wal ks with Leoni das through the canp.

_ LEONI DAS
The Athenians will recruit the whole of
G eece and still find no man worthy to
st and agai nst us.
DI ENECES

It seens al nobst unfair to break the
backs of the G eeks every year.

_ LEONI DAS _
Is that pity I hear fromyou old friend?

_ DI ENECES

| did say "alnost", ny Lord. But we
cannot say they have not anything at
whi ch they excel. They speak with
such a knack, one wonders what others
skills of the nmouth thex possess.
Perhaps they could teach ny wife a
thing or two. For our "nightly"
matters.

~ LEONI DAS
(Laughing; slightly revolted)
CGods, Dieneces! The paths your m nd
takes! |'mcertain | could find ny
way straight to Hades if | were to
journey in there.
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DI ENECES _
Al ways at your service, ny King.

EXT. ATHENI AN ACROPOLI S -- SAME
SUPER:  ATHENS
| NT. ATHENI AN ACROPQOLI S
Them stocl es reviews maps and docunents at his desk wth
hi s general, ARI STEDES, discussing supply problenms with
building the fleet. A SOLDIER enters.
_ SOLDI ER
(BOMAnﬁ)
My Lord. The nessenger has returned.

THEM STOCLES

~ (Excited)
Qui ckl y!
The Sol di er hands hima scroll, bows and exits.
Them stocles unrolls the scroll, reads it and crushes it

his hand, slamm ng his fist on the desk. He walks to his
wi ndow, | ooki ng out on Athens.

_ ARl STEDES
Agai n the Spartans say no?

THEM STOCLES

(Frustrated) _ _
"They wi sh to thank us for including
them but they regretfully decline
their participation, and wl|
unfortunately not be able to attend
the Assenbly in Corinth." O course,
the letter wasn't quite so polite.

ARl STEDES
We do not need the Spartans, Lord.

THEM STOCLES
The Spartans are craftsnen of war,
Aristedes. You don't fashion a statue
w t hout the hands of a scul ptor.

ARl STEDES
We have the mght of the other Cities
in our League. And we've proved
oursel ves against Persia's strength at
Mar at hon wi t hout Sparta. Wen the
i nvaders cone- -

THEM STOCLES
We don't know the strength we are to
face this tinel!

Them st ocl es sighs heavily.

10.

in

12

13
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THEM STOCLES ( CONT' D)
| fear, old friend... Even with the
League, w thout Sparta, we nay not
defeat this threat fromthe east.

He returns to his desk to continue preparations of war.

EXT. PERSOPI LOS, PERSI A -- DAY 14
SUPER: PERSOPI LOS, THRONE CI TY OF THE PERSI AN EMPI RE
I NT. THRONE HALL OF XERXES 15

XERXES (42), tall, regal and jovial stands with his brother,
HYPERANTES bel ow a | arge wall map of the Mediterranean. He
| eans over a large table of nore maps with his mlitary
counci |, Damaratus, HYDARNES, Tl GRANES, and MARDONI US.

_ HYPERANTES _
-- More will be added when at Sardi s.
It shall be an arny of a size unlike
anything in history, Brother.

DAMARATUS
Nunbers are wel | and_Pood, Hyper ant es,
but what of their skill before a trained
Sol di er?

Tl GRANES
They are abl e-bodi ed and can hold a
sword. Nunbers oft overcone skill

HYDARNES
And we are not without skill, Damaratus.
Qur Imortals are well trained and
fierce.

XERXES
Enough usel ess prattle. |n one year,

my armes shall swarmfromthe north
and Greece shall conme under ny rule,
as it should have been under ny fathers.

DAMARATUS _
ect, ny King. There is a
hi s pl an.

XERXES

resp
Int

VWhat fl aw?
DAMARATUS
Her e

(Pointing at the map)
The Hell espont. An arny as grand as
yours wll take nonths to carry over
the waters. Even with the great navy
Mar doni us has built.

HYDARNES
That has al ready been consi dered.
There are enough ships to carry the
men acr oss.
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Xerxes rubs his chin in thought and approaches the wall map.
DAVARATUS

To do it requires many of the supply
shi ps to be reconm ssioned, Hydarnes.

TI GRANES
Hardly a problem
MARDONI US )
Not so, Tigranes. | have nentioned

this before. The waters are _
treacherous. Making supply runs is
difficult already. To reduce the
nunbers of supply ships may result in
| oss of nmen to di sease.

_ HYPERANTES
Then we sinply conscript nore.
_ XERXES
A bri dge.
MARDONI US

Par don, mny Lord?

Xerxes wal ks to the table and points to the map.

~ XERXES
We shall bridge the waters. Here.
HYPERANTES
Brilliant, brother!
~TI GRANES _
| s that possible? Mardonius?
- MARDONI US _
Perhaps... with a chain of small ships.
It would take, maybe a nonth.
DAMARATUS

(Hi di ng displ easure)
Very inspired, great King.

ABROCOMES (38), Xerxes' other brother, enters with his CAPTAIN.

- ABROCOVES
~(Det erm ned)
My Ki ng!
Abrocones wal ks up to Xerxes and bows.

XERXES

Abrocones, |'ve told you, you needn't

be so formal. W are brothers.
ABROCOVES

My King, please. W' ve discovered
Greek spies at the Gty's edge.

XERXES
Spies. Hmm Bring themforth.
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The Captai n waves in ﬁuards who push two Atheni an SPI ES before
Xerxes. They crack their knees to nake them kneel .

XERXES ( CONT' D)
So, you have cone to spy on ne. Wo
has sent you? Thessely? Athens?

~ CAPTAIN
(Bashln%bone's head)
Answer your d

The Spies don't ook up. They stay silent.

XERXES
It matters not, | suppose. |f you
wi sh to discover what is planned for
your Greek brothers, Cone. | wll

show you.
Forced by the guards, Xerxes escorts themto the Bal cony
EXT. PALACE BALCONY -- MOMENTS LATER

XERXES
Come. See what awaits your country.

The Spies | ook out wth awe on an arny of 250,000 nmen at the
rear edge of Persopilos, the |argest arny ever assenbl ed.

o XERXES ( CONT' D)
This is what Geece is to expect.
will permt you to | eave here. Return
to G eece and speak of what you have
seen. Tell them if they do not submt
tonmy rule as their God, they shal
face this and perish.

Xerxes starts back inside and stops a nonent.

XERXES ( CONT' D)
As | think onit, two are not needed
to carry a S|28Ie message. Take the
head of one, rocones. | care not
which. Send it back with the other.

_ ABROCOMES
(Bowi ng his head)
By your command, ny Lord.

Abroconmes nods to the Captain and trails Xerxes. The Captain
pul I's his sword.

I NT. THRONE HALL OF XERXES

XERXES
Damaratus. You are of Geece. Counsel
me as you did ny father. WII these
di sunited G eeks really fight?

_ DAMARATUS
Do you wi sh truth, ny KInP, or would
you rather | make you feel at ease?

16

17



XERXES
Only truth, if you have any to give.

DAMARATUS
As you command truth, n¥ King, here it
is. Geece is a land of courage and
laws. They won't submt easily. They
shal | stand agai nst you.

ABROCOVMES
They cannot hope to defeat us..

DANVARATUS
But of all the Cties, ny King, it is
Sparta you need worry nost about. The
Spartans shall never accept your terns.

They' Il fight for their freedom even
if all Greece surrenders.
XERXES

But what damage could one small city
do against the mght of nmy glory?

_ DAVARATUS
Their nunber is uninportant, for they
SHALL fight, be they a hundred or a
t housand.

~ XERXES
(Laughlng)
What wi | d words, Damaratus! A thousand
nmen agal nst an arny as m ne!

_ DAMARATUS

One agai nst one, they are no better

t han any Sol dier; but in a body, they
are the best of all armes. But nore

t han di sci pline, the Spartans have a
master to which they submt all wll:
Their law. And they respect this master
nmore than your subjects respect you

HYDARNES

M nd your tongue, G eek.
_ XERXES

Let hi m speak, Hydarnes.

DANVARATUS
| nmean only to explain: Spartan |aw
forbids themto flee. It forbids them
to fear. It requires themto stand.
To conquer or die.

XERXES

(Laughing%
Such hubris, these G eeks. Al nen
fear, Damaratus. So shall the Spartans.

ABROCOVMES _
Brot her, send an envoy to give these
G eeks chance to surrender. Show t hem
you are a nerciful God.

14.
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XERXES _
Hm Very well. Mke it so.

ABROCOVMES
By your comrand.

They all bow as Xerxes rises to | eave. Damaratus is di smayed.

XERXES
At nonth's end, we depart for G eece.
| NT. MESS TENT -- EARLY EVEN NG 18
Several Mess Tents around are filling with Spartans, each

separated by fraternity. At the edge, there is a disgraced
Spartan, half his beard shaved off, snatching at scraps tossed
at himlike an animal by other nocking Spartans.

In the King's Mess Tent, Eurybi ades takes food onto his plate
and stands about with the rest at their tables. Kittos,

Ki ron and Pl ei strachus are anong the feasting nmen. Dieneces
regales themall wth another of his tails.

DI ENECES
... And what a roar the creature nakes!
| could feel it resonate deep in ny

st omach.

o SPARTAN 1 _

Did it resonate |ike a shiver up your
spine as well, D eneces?

Li ght chuckl es carry between the nen.

_ DI ENECES
(JoklngIY) _ _
I onl¥ know of the shivers your wife
had after our tine |last night.

The men shout their awes at the harsh return, encouraging
nore for their anusenent.

SPARTAN 2 _
Perhaps not for the reasons you believe,
eh, D eneces? If you snelled then as
you do now. ..

The nmen | augh.

Leoni das wal ks up, dressed in full arnmor, carrying his spear
and his helnmet. Several other Spartans, trainers and
trainees, follow, only a fewjoining the ness with him the
rest passing by to their own ness.

The nmen all salute their King.

_ EURYBI ADES o
My King. How went the day's training?
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~ LEONI DAS
(Si ghi ng) _ _
| sonetinmes wonder if there is a future
for Sparta, old friend. This new stock
of Agelai |acks patience and
di scipline...

EURYBI ADES
Al can be trained into them | can
recall a young warrior, new and
determ ned, believing he could do no
wong. Full with the blood of his
ancestor and thinking hinmself as
i nvul ner abl e.

LEONI DAS
(Sniling%
Was | truly that young?

EURYBI ADES
NPag to the point, aml truly now that
ol d~

DI ENECES
(Matter-of -factly)
Yes. You are.

Eurybi ades scow s at himas he wal ks away. Leonidas hol ds
hi s | aughter.

_ SPARTAN 2
Continue the story, Dieneces.
o - SPARTAN 3
Yes, finish it.
DI ENECES
Where was |? Ah, yes. The bear. It

stood up, towering over us, roaring
its fury and hunger--

_ LEONI DAS _
This story again? How many tinmes can
you tell 1t?
DI ENECES

Am | not permtted to tell nmy own story?

EURYBI ADES
But how often are we to hear it? CQur
ears bleed now at it's sound. You are
| i ke the wal king dead, always energing
fromyour tonb to befuddle us with
ages ol d stories.

DI ENECES
Then ﬁerhaPs | should take your bed
tonight, old one. Your w ves seemto
have an appeal for lying with dead,
dusty things.

Everyone | aughs.
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_ EURYBI ADES
Their appeal lies with the great spear
| car r?:/), ~Dieneces.
oi

( nting at Di eneces' crotch)
What use would they find for your snall
dagger ?
They all laugh, enjoying the insults, but before the two can

entertain nore, a SPARTAN GUARD enters the ness to Leoni das.

SPARTAN GUARD
My Lord.

LEONI DAS
Speak.

SPARTAN GUARD
The Queen and the Ephors request your
presence at the Acropolis.

~_LEONIDAS
(Joki ng) _
As much as It pains ne to | eave such
entertai nnment, brothers, duties of
st ate beckon.

Everyone bows their head as Leonidas | eaves to neet the Ephors.

| NT. SPARTAN ACROPCLI S -- AFTERNCON

Gorgo stands with the Ephors, CI NEAS and PEI RCS st and
observing a | arge wooden tablet with red wax on the face.

Leoni das enters.

GORGO
My Lord.
_ Cl NEAS
Leoni das.
LEONI DAS

What busi ness does the Ephorate w sh
to wai st breath on now, C neas?

GORGO
It was | who sent for you and the
Ephors, my Lord. W' ve received a
nessenger.

LEONI DAS _ _
And what nessage does he bring. 1Is it
At hens agai n?

PEI RCS
It's not Athens.

Cl NEAS
We don't know who the sender is. Nor
do we know t he nessage.

19
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~ LEONI DAS
You speak riddles. If no nessage,
t hen what was brought?
_ PEI ROS
Only this waxed wood tablet.
GORGO

A puzzle, perhaps...

Leoni das peers at the waxed tablet and then | ooks to the
MESSENGER st andi ng at the rear of the room

LEONI DAS
Are you the one who brought the nessage?
MESSENGER
| am ny Lord.
_ LEONI DAS
Who gave it to you?
MVESSENGER

| don't know, ny Lord. The nessage
was passed to ne by anot her Messenger.

LEONI DAS _
And you were not told its neaning?

Gorgo | ooks closer. She notices at the corner scrape marks

with lighter colored wax in it. She fingers it.
VESSENGER _
No, my Lord. | was only told to wait
for wnter's end to deliver it.
Cl NEAS

Peiros and | have thought on its riddle
for some while now.

Leoni das waves the nessenger off. He bows and | eaves.

GORCGO
Scrape the wax fromthe tablet and
you'll surely find witing upon the

wood.

Her words surprise. Leonidas scrapes the wax with his dagger.
Witing appears as wood is exposed. He finds a nessage in
Greek. It says: "The Persians build a great arny. They

cone for Geece. They cone for Sparta - Danmaratus".

| NT. ASSEMBLY HALL -- EVENI NG 20
Leoni das stands at the mddle of a [arge, high doned, oval

hall with big, open balcony doors. At the center is a big,

lit fire basin wdely franed by five pillars. The Ephors,
Peiros, Cineas, TENES, DURI S and NUMA, stand at each pillar.

Eurybi ades is at the rear with the other Spartan king,
LEOTYCH DAS. Dieneces stands at the entrance.

Gorgo lurks in the shadows, observing.
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Leoni das, angry, struggles with the scream ng ranbles of the
argui ng Ephorate.

LEONI DAS
Thi s cannot be deni ed!

DURI S
We cannot be certain Damaratus sent
t hi s nessage.

) PEI ROS )
And what if he did, Duris? W cannot
trust a traitor's word!

TENES _ _
Wiy woul d he warn us, Peiros, if only
to lie?

PEI ROS

Damar at us was found by the Gods

t hensel ves to be unfit as King of
Sparta, Tenes. H's flight to the
service of Persia only proved his

di sgrace. | would not now guess his
treacherous notives.
LEONI DAS

Long have | heard runor of these
Persian's build-up of force. This
message only confirns themtrue!

LEOTYCHI DAS _
What woul d you have us do, Leoni das?

LEONI DAS
As fellow King, Leotychidas, | would
think you'd find obvious your duty.

LEOTYCHI DAS
(I'nsul ted)
| know ny duty!
LEONI DAS _
Then stand agai nst these invaders!
TENES

The Athenians neet wth their League
of Cities to plan a defense agai nst
the Easterners. W are invited. |
say we join with them

NUMA
You' d have us fi%rt an eneny we've
never seen with G eeks we barely know?
There is nothing to saY t hese Persi ans
mean to invade us! Only the word of a
fallen King--

LEONI DAS
They've tried for Greece before, Numa

_ DURI S
Agai nst At hens, never us.
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LEONI DAS
Have you forgotten their attenpt to
cause insurgence those years ago!?

PEI ROS _
There was never proof of Persian
i nfluence. W discovered only G eeks.

_ NUVA
Li kel y At hens..
PEI ROS _
We are Spartans first, Leonidas. |If

Persia attacks the Greeks, that is
their problem W nust keep our _
attentions to our own |ands. Krypteia--

Cl NEAS _
Yes. Qur yearly war against the Helots
must remain a first concern. They
runmbl e constantly with rebellion.

LEONI DAS
And shoul d the Persians turn their
sights to Sparta after they have
finished with the G eeks?

LEOTYCHI DAS
Then, by the length of our spears shal
t hey reach our | ands.
EXT. SPARTAN ACROPCLI S -- MOMENTS LATER

Leoni das storns fromthe Assean{ Hal |, down tal
the streets, passing a | arge WELL under the Hal

20.

stairs to
bal cony,

two | evels up. Eurybiades, D eneces and Tenes foll ow.

~ LEONI DAS
glnfurlated)
Damm fools! They refuse to see the
sword before it Is in their bodies.

TENES _
|'I'l keep on the others, Leonidas.
Try to convince them -

DI ENECES
Ephorate be dammed, Leonidas. Whatever
action you take, the whole of the
Spartiates wll follow you.

EURYBI ADES o
The Ephorate has nade its deci sion,
Di eneces. It cannot be defied. Not
even by the King.
_ GORAO (O S.
The King need not defy the Ephors, old

warri or.

Gorgo descends the stairs.
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GORGO ( CONT' D)

He may still go to Corinth to neet
with Athens and the other Cities.
TENES _
How can he? It goes against the
decree. ..
EURYBI ADES

Yes, lady. Wuld that not be seen as
defi ance?

GORGO _ _
Corinth would only be a stop in his
j our ney.

LEONI DAS

What are you suggesti ng?

- GORGO _
Go to Del phi, ny Lord, and seek audi ence
wth Apollo's Oacle. And as you
journey to Del phi, you could stop in
Corinth for a respite in your |ong
pi |l gri mage.

Eur ybi ades | aughs.

Leoni das
and goes

Di eneces

Leoni das

- GORGO (CONT' D)
The Ephors will not go to war on the
word of a traitor, nor on the instinct
of its King, but they would by Apollo's
decree. And Sparta is the |jewel of
his eye. Can you inmagine that he woul d
not have us act to protect it?

TENES

It is a flawl ess plan. The others

woul d accept this reasoning, Leonidas.

smles with pride and nods to Tenes. Tenes bows
to the Ephors.

LEONI DAS _
W go with Aristodenus and his sportsnen
when they journey for the A ynpic ganes.
Di eneces, send word to Athens. But do
So in secret.

bows and | eaves.
approaches Gorgo and touches his head to hers.
LEONI DAS ( CONT' D

You are wisest of us all. GCo, I'l
come to you in a nonent.

Gorgo bows and | eaves.

Leoni das

peers at the nmoon with Eurybi ades.

21.
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LEONI DAS ( CONT' D)
What say you, old teacher. Do you
think I act wsely as King?

A beat .

_ EURYBI ADES
You act with the honor of a Spartan.
And that nmeans nore than a title.

LEONI DAS
It will take nore than ny honor to
sway the others.

(Frustrated) _ _
Gods! They are every bit the warrior
as |I. How can they not see the danger
before thenf

EURYBI ADES
Cl eonenes before you brought Sparta
into many battles fromfrom our | ands.
They renenber well the bl ood cost of
his anbition to spread Spartan freedom
how it drove himto nadness. They'd
not see it happen again.

LEONI DAS _
| am not ny brother, Eurybiades. I,
too, was present for sonme of those

times. | watched ny brothers die on
the battlefield. 1 do not act on
whi msi cal anbition. | only seek to
protect this land and its people.
EURYBI ADES )
| know the purity of your heart in
this. And so the sugﬁestlon of the
Queen is well suited here, for the
Gods will know it as well.
LEONI DAS _
Lest | be cursed... | hope ny faith

remai ns as strong as yours, ny friend.
Leonidas is reassured. Eurybiades pats his back.
Dl SSOLVE TO
EXT. SARDI S -- DAY 22
SUPER. THE CITY OF SARD S

Xerxes sits on his throne caravan at the center of his
DEPARTI NG arnry. His brothers, his Generals and Damarat us
ride by horse at his side.

ZOOM QUT REVEALI NG THE FULL, ARMED ARMY OF PERSI A.
EXT. CORI NTH -- DAY 23
SUPER: SPRI NG, 480 BC. CORI NTH, HOVE OF THE OLYMPI C GAMES.
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Di eneces wal ks through the crowded streets chewi ng on a cooked
Ox leg. The elimnation ganmes for the C]YHDICS are in ful

sw ng. Thousands of spectators watch different conpetitions:
runni ng, boxing and wrestling, anong other events.

Di eneces works his way through the crowd and joins Aristodenus
and other Spartans at the side of a westling ring to cheer
Xuthos in his westling match.

| NT. CORI NTH, ACROPOLIS ASSEMBLY HALL -- CONTI NUOUS

Leoni das (bored), wth Eurybi ades and Gorgo, stands to the
side of a seated Assenbly of ar%U|ng Geek city
representatives, including PEDASUS of Thespia, LYCUS of
Thebes, POLYBUS of Corinth, BRYGOS of Arcadia, SOCUS of Argos,
and CENOPS of Phocia. Them stocles is at the floor center,
Aristedes a few paces away.

THEM STOCLES
(Struggles to be heard)
| f we make defense at the Isthnmus of
Corinth, we |eave open the entire of
central Greece to pillage!

SOCUS
The | sthnus has been an effective |line
of defense before. Argos would support
this plan.

THEM STOCLES
t is a fool's effort, Socus, and At hens

wi | not commt fleets to it!

_ POLYBUS _ _
And if Athens will not commt, Corinth
shall not agree to it either!

_ LYCUS
|'s this how you intended the | eague to
be, Theni stocles? Athens commands and
we are to obey?

THEM STOCLES
| command not hing, Lycus. But I'll_
not wai st resources In a |osing action!
Thebes is one to be |left vul nerable by
this plan. | cannot understand why
you woul d agree to it!

The Assenbly outbursts. Them stocles tries to control them

. . BRYGOS .
Ki ng Leoni das! King Leoni das!

The Assenbly quiets.

_ BRYGOS (CONT' D)
Leoni das, you have said very little.

A beat .

LEONI DAS
Many words are poverty.
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Sone chuckl e.

ARl STEDES
Wrds are a weapon, Spartan. Speech
is the nost powerful of all things.

LEONI DAS
Then, Atheni an, when you are silent,
you are worthless. For in battle, no
wor ds are spoken.

Sone | augh. Aristedes is insulted.

_ POLYBUS
Them stocles is right, Brygos. Defense
at Isthmus is out of the question!

The Assenbly shouts at each ot her

~ THEM STOCLES
(Trying to be heard)

My Spi es. .!
The Assenbly quiets.

_ THEM STOCLES ( CONT' D)
My spies report an army of great size!
| st hmrus woul d NOT stop them

PEDASUS
How | arge coul d they be?

ARI STEDES
They' ve reported 2 mllion armed nen.

The Assenbly bursts out, nost in fear, sone in disbelief.

THEM STOCLES
(Cal m ng them
An exaggeration, |I'msure! But the
arny nust have been great to the eyes
as to seemso big.

LYCUS
If the army IS that great, perhaps we
shoul d consi der surrender!

The Assenbly erupts, nost refusing such a suggestion

Leoni das steps to the center floor and loudly draws his short
sword. The sound of it and his angry eyes quiet the Assenbly.
Aristedes reacts to defend; Eurybiades matches him Both
cal m when Them stocl es waves Aristedes to stand down.

_ LEONI DAS _
These invaders cone and you spit breath
as though it were infinite. f Sparta

must nmeet them al one, we shall.

W ll go to Thernopylae. And there we
w Il show these foreigners what resol ve
free men carry in their hearts.

G unbl es.
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POLYBUS _
But we have already sent soldiers to
hold the Tenpe Gorge at M. d ynpus.

EURYBI ADES
Renove them The Hot Gates are a better
Place of defense. One thin strip of
and to Tenpe's many vall eys.

Mur mur s.
~THEM STOCCLES
Very good, King Leonidas. Wth the
fleet at Artemsium we draw a line in
the sand. Athens supports this plan.
Mur mur s.
~ CENOCPS _ _ _
|f Sparta will |lead our armes in this,
Phoci a shall follow them
BRYGOS
So shall Arcadi a!
_ PEDASUS
And Thespi a!
The others cry out their allegiance to Leonidas as well, al

except Lycus.
Them stocl es noves next to Gorgo as they cheer Leoni das.

THEM STOCLES
~ (Pl eased) _
| did not expect this. Your husband's
qui te inspiring.

GORGO
He is Spartan. They know he'll not
turn fromBattle when it conmes. No
Spartan would. You do well to consider
%Iis when choosing a general for your
eets.

Them stocl es nods. There is wisdomin her words.
Dl SSOLVE TO

EXT. BAZAAR CELEBRATI ONS -- EVEN NG 25

Bright fires and snoke from cooked neat rise into the night
sky. The whole of the city celebrates the day of sport.
Leoni das wal ks with Gorgo, Eurybi ades and Di eneces to a food
tabl e set for the League del egates.

DI ENECES _ _
| have never seen such intelligence in
G eeks before this.
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GORGO
The G eeks know what is to cone,
Di eneces. And they know that victory
can only be had if Sparta stands at
the front |ine.

EURYBI ADES )
Wul d that the Ephorate be so easily
swayed. . .

LEONI DAS

You have said yourself, old teacher

t he Gods know the right of what we do.
My visit to the Oracle shall only
confirmtheir wll for it.

Them stocl es approaches with his wi fe XANTHE

- THEM STOCLES _
|, too, visited the Oracle of Delphi,
Leoni das. She said that the eneny
woul d not conquer a "wall of wood".
Many believed this riddle to mean we
shoul d build a wooden wall as high as
t he cl ouds- -

Pol ybus appears.

POLYBUS
But wi se Them stocles said stoutly:
"The Gods woul d not have us waist trees
on a wall a child could destroy with
kindling. Qur wall nust be of Ships."

THEM STOCLES
| doubt | was so poetic, Polybus.

XANTHE _
Nonsense. You have al ways been given
wel |l to words.

_ THEM STOCLES _
Forgi ve ne manners, Leonidas. This
is ny wfe, Xanthe.

~ XANTHE
( Bowi ng)
|'d heard Spartans to be a
| ooki ng | ot, but never did
t hem so handsone.

fierce
| think

Leoni das | ooks to Di eneces, smrking. D eneces returns it.

_ GORGEO
You act wi sely, Them stocles. You
cannot kill your enenmy with a wall.
POLYBUS

You permt your wonman to speak of state
matters, Leoni das?
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THEM STOCLES
The Spartans encourage their wonen,
Pol ybus. They're even allowed to hold

property.

- PCLYBUS
I'dlheard this, but thought it only
tails.

CGorgo separates fromthe conversing group to the food table.
Pol ybus steps up. She ignores him

POLYBUS ( CONT' D)
We are honored your husband would | ead
our armes. o
(Swaggering, flirting) _
I'"'mtold the nmen of Sparta are given

to... exchanging wives with one anot her.
Have | heard true?
GORGO

(Matter-of-factly)
Away with you. You cannot play even a
femal e role.

Ari st odenus approaches with ATYS, Xuthos and Ki non.

_ DI ENECES
(Eating; Enbracing Atys) _
Atys! M love! Wat say you, friend.
A teast, eh?

ATYS
| say these fools fill thenselves fat.
ARl STODEMUS
(Sal uting)

You sent for ne, ny Lord.

_ LEONI DAS
Ari stodenus. You and the other are to
return to Sparta on the norro.

ARl STODEMUS
By your command, ny King.

Aristodenus | eaves imedi ately to carry out his orders.

_ THEM STOCLES
That is a shanme your nen will not stay
for nore of the ganes. Athens has
assenbl ed quite an inpressive bunch of
5ﬁortsnen this year. A strong team
that can rival even the undefeated
Spart ans.

DI ENECES
Sar casti c)
Truly? Equal you say?

_ LEONI DAS _ _
There is nmuch to prepare in the com ng

nmont hs.
( MORE)
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LEONI DAS ( CONT' D)
Ganmes shoul d be far from thought,
At heni an.

Suddenly, the crowd grows | ouder, cheering for THEAGENES, a
tall, hulklng man. hem stocles points to him

THEM STOCLES
Ah. Leonidas. See there. He is
Theagenes of Thassos. That's one who
could be equal to a Spartan.

EURYBI ADES
That [unmp of rock?
DI ENECES
A boxer. He cones for hIS first
A ynpics in the Sunmer. saw him

todax in the elimnation ﬁanes They
say e's never lost a fight to a I|V|ng

Sone League del egates direct Theagenes to Leoni das. Leonidas
turns his back to himand feeds on sone grapes fromthe table.

Theagenes wal ks up behind Leonidas, his tall stature | oom ng
above. The crowd grows quiet. Leoni das senses him and turns.

THEAGENES
You are the Spartan King, yes? It is
said you claimto be of the blood of
Her acl es.

Leoni das turns his back to him

_ LEONI DAS _
You didn't say it speaks, D eneces.
DI ENECES
(Laughlng)
Yes, ny King.
THEAGENES

My father is a priest of Heracles.

have prayed in his tenple all ny life.
And you do not | ook as the statue before
whi ch | have kneel ed.

Sone in the quiet crowm gasp. Leonidas turns to him and
| ooks himcoldly in the eye.

LEONI DAS
Wel | per haps, I|ttle one, you should
kneel before ne. n1ght ook a little
nor e fanlllarfron1below

Eur ybi ades and Di eneces | augh.

THEAGENES
| f you truly are descended of G eat
Heracl es, you should be able to easily
best ne in a fight.
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Leoni das turns away and eats nore grapes and drinks water.

LEONI DAS _
And what woul d make you think | woul d
wai st the breath in nmy chest on you?

THEAGENES
| thought Spartans never turned a nose
froma fight. O perhaps the clains
are lies of cowardly nmen who woul d
claimkinship to the Gods.

Di eneces %rabs hi s dagger, but Leonidas stays his hand. He
turns to Theagenes, his face stiff as stone.

_ LEONI DAS
| give you one chance, small one. A
chance Sﬁartans never give. You have
one strike, free.

Theagenes | aughs. Qhers join him

THEAGENES
One strike fromnme has killed, Spartan
King. You wager your life.

LEONI DAS
We shall see. Do you accept?

THEACGENES
| accept.

The ?asping_cromd make room for the men. Leonidas stands
stiff, waiting. Theagenes hesitates.

THEAGENES ( CONT' D)
Am | tricked? |Is ny throat to be cut
in ny sleep for this?

~ LEONIDAS _
You are given | eave by Sparta's King.
That shoul d be enough. O do you fear
me? Are you nothing but nouth?

Anger ed, Theagenes throws a deadly punch, cutting Leoni das’
eye and sendi ng hi m back a good distance. The crowd gasps
Wth surprise as he shakes 1t off and steps to Theagenes agai n.

LEONI DAS ( CONT' D)

My turn.
Theagenes | aughs.
- THEAGENES
Only one strike? 1'Il give you four.

Theagenes bends and sticks out his chin, smling confidently.

Leoni das smiles and punches himin the groin. Theagenes grunts
and drops to a knee,_gasglng. Leoni das punches himin the
face, breaking his lip, but he doesn't fall. Leonidas sw ngs
again - Theagenes catches it, but is too dazed to do nore.
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Leonidas pulls his fist back for another strike when Gorgo
calls out to him

GOREO
Spart an!

LEONI DAS
Yes, ny Lady?

GOREO

(Smling, superior _
| believe he"s gotten the point.

LEONI DAS
Yes, ny Lady.

Leoni das extends his hand to Theagenes and hel ps hi m up.

LEONI DAS ( CONT' D)
Per haps YOUId make for a fine Spartan
after all.

The crowd cheers and the nmen nmake nerry together.

~ XANTHE
Gorgo. Howis it you wonen of Sparta
are the only ones who can rul e nen?

GORGO
Because we are al so the only ones who
give birth to nen.

DI SSCLVE TQO
EXT. GATE OF DELPH CITY -- AFTERNOON 26
SUPER: DELPH . HOVE OF THE SACRED ORACLE OF APOLLO.

Leoni das | eads his envoy into the CitK and up its main street
to the temple of Apollo. The nmen walk their steeds as CGorgo
ri des beside themon hers. Crowds quickly devel op,
celebrating the King's visit.

EXT. TEMPLE OF APOLLO 27
At the tenple, Leonidas |eaves the Envoy and enters the Tenple.
| NT. TEMPLE OF APQOLLO 28

After the cerenpny of water and fire, Leonidas follows the
tenple priests into the underground cave of the Pythoness.

| NT. PYTHONESS CAVE 29

At the center of the |arge cave is a pool of water framng a
smal | rock fire pit blazing flame. Five PRI ESTS surround
it, murnuring chants.

The robed PYTHONESS energes fromthe far end of the cave. A
| ong snake drapes over her. She dances about in prayer until
she is prepared to contact the Gods.
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The Priests disrobe her. She sits on a rock pedestal over
the water and enters a trance. A Priest interprets her grunts.

PRI EST
The CGods speak. They say... you are
W se to seek their word... You cone

to ask if you should fight. Apollo,
says that Sparta is nost unworthy.

Leoni das scow s. He knows this to be false.

PRI EST (CONT' D)
He says you cannot fight until you
have proven--

The Pythoness suddenly grabs the Priest's throat and opens
her eyes, showing red orbs. She tosses the Priest across
the cave. The others cringe and crawl to the walls.

The Pythoness wal ks across the water into the flanes. They
art for her. Her feet sizzle on the burning enbers. She
eels nothing. She speaks in a deep man-like voice with a

Godl y echo.

PYTHONESS
You seek the word of Apollo. You seek
nmy gui dance for com ng danger

LEONI DAS
(Amazed; Unafraid)
Yes. | wish to know. |s Sparta to
fight? Can we defeat the 1 nvaders?
PYTHONESS

Hear thy fate, O ye nen who dwell in
the streets of brave Sparta! Either
your glorious town shall be sacked by
the children of Perseus, or nust al

of Laconi an country nmourn the | oss of
a King, descendant of great Heracles.
He cannot be w thstood, the one of the
East, by the courage of bulls nor |ions,
strive as they may; he is mghty as
Jove; there is nought that shall stay
him 'til he have got for his prey
your King, or your glorious city.

DI SSOLVE TO
30 | NT. SPARTAN ASSEMBLY HALL, LATE SPRI NG -- DAY 30
Leoni das argues with the Ephorate.

LEONI DAS
Qur duty has been nmade cl ear!

DURI S
How many nore days will you harass us,
Leoni das? Has our deci sion not been
stated clearly?

LEONI DAS
Il wll cone ever Egjay i f need be.



Di eneces

LEONI DAS ( CONT' D)
You defy Apol |l o!

NUVA
You dare accuse us of Dbl aspheny--

PEIROS
We know our duty, Leonidas. Apollo's
word shall be honored. But Karneia
| oons. By his decree, we are to show
hormage in cel ebration at the appointed
thne.

~ TENES )
Do you believe the foreigners shal
?tpphghelr advance in respect of our
aitn-

_ LEONI DAS
They will reach our cities unoPposed
¥Olflht our throats as our bellies are
i ed!

DURI S
A defense so far North as you propose
woul d nean conflict with Persia during
Karneia. Hostilities during the
cel ebration are absol utely verboten.
This is why we've decided a defense is
better nounted at the Isthnus.

_ NUNMA _
The Persians would not arrive there
until after Karneia...

32.

enters urgently. Leonidas talks to himprivately.

DI ENECES
My Ki ng.

LEONI DAS
Speak.

DI ENECES

The scouts report that strangers wal k
our Lands. They journey to Sparta.

LEONI DAS
How many?

_ DI ENECES
12 soldiers escorting the one. Not a
sufficient threat. Likely an envoy.

LEONI DAS
At heni ans?

DI ENECES
As they're described, they have not
the |1 ook of G eeks.

LEONI DAS
How f ar ?



31

33.

DI ENECES _
They shoul d reach the city by m dday.

Leoni das thinks a beat, |ooking at the murnuring ephorate.
LEONI DAS _
Send out 12 to escort them And bring
themto this Assenbly.

DI ENECES
By your comrmand.

EXT. SPARTA -- LATER 31
12 PERSI AN SOLDI ERS and a HERALD nessenger of Xerxes rides

by horse to Sparta.

Their dress is very cerenpnial. An escort of 12 armed Spartans

jog in line beside the soldiers at either side of the gr oup.

They reach the city edge and are net at the gate by D eneces
and ot her Spartans, including Atys and Bucol .

HERALD
| amthe Herald of G eat Xerxes, God-
King of Persia and all the world.

_ DI ENECES
Sounds i npressi ve.

_ HERALD
I_br|n for your King a nmessa e from
his Go for all of your people

DI ENECES
The Gods of ny King rarely dress as a
woman. Perhaps you' d care to speak to
his wfe?

The Spartans | augh.

HERALD
(Angr yz( .
You nake jokes. | stand between this
CItK and the abyss. You would do well
eed me and present nme to your King,
before your nmouth brings about the
death of all you hold dear.

DIENECES
Such stern words. fe | ﬁs songs
as scolding. Do you fI| t

Persian? Wth that sneII |t W |
take nore than pretty words to seduce
me into your bed.

The Spartans | augh.

_ HERALD
You insult nme! You bring about wath--
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DI ENECES
Yes-yes. You and the abyss. Ver
well. | see you are serious on the

mat t er. D snount and foll ow me.

The arrogant Heral d and sol di ers dismount. Dieneces |eads
themto the Assenbly Hall. The Spartan escorts stay cl ose.

| NT. ASSEMBLY HALL

Leoni das stands at the center of the Assenblx Hal |, wal ki ng
around the large fire basin. He passes his hand over the
flames, challenging themto burn him The Ephorate surrounds
hi m Euryblades stands at the rear by Leotychi das.

Di eneces enters and takes his place by a bal cony doorway.

The Herald foll ows
mal ity

n quickly after, slightly taken by the
| ack of for % Ep

i
in his presentatlon horate scow .

HERALD
(To Leoni das)
Are you the king of this city?

32

Leoni das doesn't speak or | ook up, he only plays with the fire.

_ HERALD ( CONT' D)
Are you Ki ng?

Still, Leonidas ignores him

HERALD ( CONT' D)
| seek the king. Are you--

_ _ LEONI DAS
This fire. It is never permtted to
die. It is the representation of this

CItK See how they rage? They burn
ot as the soul of each Spartan.
And today they ride hIP

Stalklng the Hera dL _
A Spartan in battle is like a fire
that consunes a field. Qur enem es
are as k|ndllng lai d wai st before us.
And our fires do not quell until there
IS nothlnE left to burn.

| ocki ng eyes)
You nom1stan before the heart of the
flame. Tread lightly.

The Herald is silent, arrogant. Leonidas circles himonce.

LEONI DAS ( CONT' D)
You have journeyed far. And acconpani ed
by those who carry wi th them weapons
into our Gt | assune you have a
reason for this visit.

The Herald dism ssively waves his hand over the fire.
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HERALD
| am Heral d, sent by your God, the
G eat Klng, Xer xes. bring his word
to you and your people.
Cl NEAS
Bl aspheny!
PEIRCS
You dare cl ai myour king a God?!
DURI S
We should split you open as you stand--
LEONI DAS
Enough!

(The Ephors quiet)
Let the errand boy speak.

The Herald smrks, |ooking dowm on the "inferior" Spartans.

~ HERALD
You are wi se, good King. You all do
well to listen to ny words.

_ LEONI DAS
My patience has limts, Messenger

The Herald bows his head to Leonidas, al nost nDpkinﬁ._ He
turns to the Ephors and paces by them looking in their eyes.

HERALD
G eat King Xerxes |IS your God, as he
is the God of the world.

The Ephors grunbl e.

HERALD (CONT' D)
He has sent me to bring you his nercy.
To give you opportunity.

LEONI DAS
Qpportunity.

HERALD
To avoid destruction. Even now, the
God- Ki ng marches an arny of a size
never before seen. Those who do not
submt to his authority shall be w ped
fromthe face of the Earth--

LEONI DAS
s there a point to this ranble?

- - HE. L D - -
The point is this, wse king. Your
God shall not raze your city to the

ground-- if Sparta gives UP its freedom
and subnits to its naster from across
t he sea.

Leoni das | ooks to Eurybi ades, hunored. The Ephorate grunbles.
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LEONI DAS
Very gener ous.

HERALD
Your God IS generous, to all who show
fealty to his law. You need but present
to nme traditional tokens of surrender.
Earth and Water. Supply these to ne,
and | shall return wth it to Persia
and present themto the God-King on
your behal f.

Leoni das wal ks right up to the Heral d.

LEONI DAS
Earth and Water.

HERALD _ _
Yes. That's all. Such a sinple thing,
to ensure the conti nued exi stence of

your city.
The Persian smles arrogantly. Leonidas thinks a nonent.

LEONI DAS
Very wel |, Persian. You shall have
what you've traveled so far to claim

Leoni das grabs him by the neck and drags himto the bal cony.
EXT. ASSEMBLY HALL BALCONY 33

_ LEONI DAS
Here is your Earth and Water!

Leoni das throws the scream ng Persian into the giant well.

Di eneces steps out and signals to the Spartan escorts. Before
the Persian Sol di ers can draw their weapons, they are stabbed
and tossed in after the Herald.

ZOOM QUT ON Leoni das standi ng above the well - King of Sparta.
| NT. ASSEMBLY HALL -- MOVENTS LATER 34

Leoni das stands before the Ephorate to nake his decree.
Anger is in his voice.

LEONI DAS
W had been warned of the danger of
these foreigners, and you would do
not hing. By the word of Apollo, we
have been told to fight, and still you
woul d wait. And now these arrogant
creatures enter our |lands and threaten

us to our faces... |If you wll do
nothing, thenit is left to nme to act.
LEOTYCHI DAS

You woul d defy the decision of this
Ephor at e! ?!
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~ LEONI DAS
| defy nothing, Leotychidas. | am
merely put in the nood for a wal k.
DURI S _ _
But to where do you wal k, King Leoni das?
LEONI DAS

| will let the Gods guide ny feet.
feel their inspiration dlrectlnP me to
the north. And so, there | shall walk.
And should I neet the invaders in ny
journey, it shall be a happy

coi nci dence.

G unbl es.
PEI RCS
You nock our word, Leonidas! This
wal k- -
LEONI DAS

l's right by Rhetra! It is ny right
by the | aws of the Karneia!

_ TENES _ _
Karnei a does permts this, Peiros.
The King may nmake pllgrlnaPe in Apollo's
name and not offend his wll.

Gorgo energes fromthe shadows, am dst the nmurnuring Ephors.

GCORGO
| YOU go on this wal k, husband,
w |l have you protected. | insist you
take with you your 300 knives.

The Ephors grunble | oudly.

TENES
This, too, is permtted. Rhetra
requi res any nunber of the King's 300
bodyguard to be with you when you | eave

the city.
G unbl es.
PEI ROS
Very &EﬁPTUd%L?glKére shall be no re-

enforcenent by ANY man of Sparta until
AFTER the Karneia feast. Do you
under stand ny words?

~ LEONI DAS
(Enoti onl ess)
W | eave at the dawn.

Leoni das exits, |eaving an overwhel ned Ephorate. Eurybi ades
and Di eneces foll ow.
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35 EXT. ASSEMBLY HALL, BY THE LARGE WELL -- CONTI NUOUS 35

Leonidas | ooks into the large Well's dark depths. He kicks
in one of the Persian swords left at the edge.

DI ENECES
| will gather the guard. W shall be
r eady.
LEONI DAS
Di eneces. | wish the guard to be ranked
only with fathers of sons.
DI ENECES
Many by |aw are still not of age for
maki ng chil dren..
LEONI DAS

| know this, Dieneces.

Di eneces | ooks in his solem eyes and understands. They go
to fight and not return.

DI ENECES
( Noddi ng)
By your comrmand.

He goes to do his duty.

EURYBI ADES )
The journeY to Thernopylae will be
long. 1'lIl have collected the Hel ot
slaves to carry our supplies--

_ LEONI DAS

Eurybi ades. . . _
(Jaw cl enched, hesitant)

A Spartan is to be General of the

At henian fleets. | would have you be

t hat General .

_ EURYBI ADES
Leonidas, | amno sailor. M feet
bel ong upon the ground, tranpling the
eneny.
LEONI DAS

It is inportant that the Persians do

not use their ships against us. Else

we are dooned in this canpaign. The

At heni ans submt this role of |eadership
to us because they know we woul d not
retreat fromthe eneny.

EURYBI ADES )
There are others better suited--

LEONI DAS
It is you, ny wise teacher, who | trust
with this inportant task. You nust
| eave tonight. It is my conmand.

Eur ybi ades | ooks back to the well and nods.
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EURYBI ADES
By your command. M King.

Leoni das pats his friend' s shoul der and wal ks of f.
| NT. KIMON S HOUSE -- AFTERNOON 36

Ki nron stands a few paces fromhis bed where his WFE lies in
| abor. A NURSE MAID assists her as a M DWFE prepares for
the birth. Dieneces enters and stands next to him

Kinon's wife screans fromthe |abor. After nuch effort, a
boy is born. The Mdw fe cuts the unbilical with a knife.

M DW FE
A son.

Kinon smles with pride. D eneces puts his armaround him

The Nurse Maid takes the child up in a blanket and | ooks at
him Her face becones long. Kinon and Di eneces see her
expression and | ose heart. She presents the baby to them

DI ENECES
|"msorry, Kinon. You are not to be
anong t he 300.

D eneces | eaves. Kinon only stares at his newborn son.
| NT. LEONI DAS' BED CHAMBER -- EVEN NG 37

CGorgo stands peering out an open mﬁndom/overlookinﬁ t he qui et
Spartan city. A stormbegins to blowin fromthe horizon.

heonidas enters and goes to his wife, wapping his arns around
er.

GORGO _
| know your |ook, Husband. You believe
this task shall be your death

LEONI DAS

| have said no such thing.
GORGO

But it wal ks in your thoughts.
LEONI DAS

You cannot know t hat.

GORGO
Wo else in this world knows your m nd
nore than nysel f.

LEONI DAS
| would think nyself that w se.
GORGO
. (Coy)
Leoni das. . .

Leoni das chuckl es.
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_ LEONI DAS
M wife. Wat a chore you are. Yet |
| ove you nore than Law permts. On
the day of our marriage, your father,
Cl eonenes, said it was the wll of
the Gods thenselves | was to wed. He
told ne Sparta's fire raged within
your heart. It would take ne no matter
my intent, thus I could fight it and
be burned to ny death, or I could permt
the fires to consune ne, and raise ne
to the stars.

She takes Leonidas' hand and places it on her breast.

(€O
And have ny fires consunmed you?

LEONI DAS
Blissfully so.

Leoni das ki sses her hard. He scoops her up to the bed. As
t hey begin their | ovemaking, the storm pours out on the city.

| NTERCUT
Leoni das and Gorgo nmake passionate | ove as the stormrages.

Carrying his baby, Kinmon wal ks through the rain to the top
of a high and steep, rocky hill.

ECU BABY
The wet, naked baby in his hands has a mal formed arm

Kinon lifts the baby above him as if presenting it to the
Gods. And then, with no renorse, he tosses his baby on the
rocks far down the vertical side of the hill.
FADE QOUT:
| NT. LEONI DAS' BED CHAMBER -- DAWN 38

Gorgo and Leonidas lie naked in bed. Gorgo rubs her stonmach.

~ GORGO
We have again done our duty for Sparta,
Husband. A son. | feel it.
LEONI DAS
You are the nost |oveliest of things.
Perfection in this world... M wTfe.

He rubs his hand up and down her body, feeling her with
adul ati on.

GORCGO
| do | ove you, Leonidas. | |ove you
as YOU | ove ne. More than the Law
woul d say | shoul d.
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LEONI DAS
Then we are cursed, you and |I. Breakers
of the | aw of our | ands.

She touches his cheek.

Leoni das rises fromthe bed and dons his arnmor. Then, wth
his hel met under his armand his shield and spear in his
hands, he wal ks to the chanber door. Gorgo steps in fro
of their bed and calls to himin a | ow voice.

GOREO

nt

Leoni das.
Leoni das stops. He does not turn to her.

GORGO ( CONT' D)

VWhat shall | do?
A beat .
LEONI DAS
Marry a good man... and bear good
chi | dren.

Leoni das | eaves. (Gorgo chokes back her tears and despair.
EXT. ACROPOLI S -- MOVENTS LATER

Leoni das passes the ranks of the chosen arnored 300, anobng
them Kittos, Bucoli, Atys, Xuthos, Aristodenus and others
of various ages between 30 and 60. They stand at attention,
spears at their sides, wearing their shields on their backs,
over their capes.

DI ENECES
By your command, ny King. Your 300
kni ves.

LEONI DAS

_ Noddi ng pridefully)
Fi ne Spartans.

Ki non appears behi nd Leoni das.
KI MON

(Bowi ng hi s head)
My Lord, Leonidas..

_ LEONI DAS
Ki non.
Kl MON
My Lord, | have unjustly been excl uded
fromthe chosen. | earned by Krypteia

a place anong the 300 knives, yet now

| amleft behind in dishonor at the

time of Sparta's need of nme. | beseech

Ypu to permt me to walk with you. To
i ght by your side for Sparta's honor.

LEONI DAS
My decree was made, Ki non.

39
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Kl MON
My King- -

_ LEONI DAS
Ki mon!

Ki mron silences hinself, bow ng his head. Leonidas wal ks
Ki nron fromthe 300

_ LEONI DAS ( CONT' D)
Kimon. Wen | found you those years
ago, | saw you as a tInY pu steallnP
our way through the wild of the world.
ut in truth, you were a nessage from
the Gods, sent with the warning. By
you, rebellion was undone. You've
al ready done enough your duty for

Spart a. _
~ (Hands on his shoul ders)
Agai nst Rhetra, |'ve val ued you nore

t han any other man; as a son. Al ways,
have you nmade ne proud as a father.

You have earned your place anDnP ny
300 knives, but ny decree was clear.
Fat hers of sons only. The Gods deened
it necessary to deny you a son. Their
pl ans cannot be known, but it is b¥
their will that you are to remain from
the battle to cone.

Leoni das gives Kinon a |long hard | ook in the eyes and then
returns to the 300 - w thout Kinon.

Di eneces stonps his spear butt on the ground. The Spartans
stonp in response and wait for their order.

GORGO (0. S.)
SPARTAN!

Leonidas turns to Gorgo on the Acropolis steps.

LEONI DAS
Yes, ny Lady?

GORGO
Return to ne. Wth your shield... or
on It.

LEONI DAS

Yes, ny Lady.

Leoni das begins his wal k. The 300 file in behind him They
pass a colum of other wives with their children, each saying
to her husband: "Wth your Shield or onit."

Pl ei strachus steps up behi nd Ki non.

PLEI STRACHUS
(Synpat heti ¢)
Br ot her. ..

A HLL - As the Spartans |eave, Kinon joins a gathering on a
PI|| ﬁf gggrtan men who were not fortunate enough to be chosen
or the :
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Besi de hi m st ands PAEDARETUS, sm | i ng.

KI' MON _
(I mensel y di sappoi nt ed)
Wiy do you smile, Paedaretus?

_ PAEDARETUS _
| smle because | amglad, Kinon. |
am gl ad the State possesses 300 citizens
better than I.

Ki non wat ches the departing Spartans with determ ned eyes.

EXT. QUTSI DE SPARTA -- CONTI NUOUS 40
The 300 wal k.

CUT TO
EXT. ABYDOS CITY -- DAY 41

The canp fires and shelters of the arm es of Xerxes surround
the Gty of Abydos.

| NT. ABYDOS ACROPCLI S 42
Xer xes stands wi th Abrocones, Damaratus and the ABYDOS RULER

_ ABROCOMES
-- The bridge progresses as planned.
It won't be | ong before we can begin
t he crossing.

XERXES
Very good, brother.

DAMVARATUS
The men shall be glad for it. The
i dl eness here in Abydos has made them
ill-at-ease.

XERXES
(To Abydos Ruler)
Have Kou not been affording ny arny

your hospitality?
ABYDCS RULER
O course, God-King. But there are
SO many. .. are but a small city--
DAVARATUS

Abydos has been nobst generous, ny King.
Though, it has not stopped the

occurrence of... incidents.

_ ABROCOMVES
‘"Tis true, nmy King. Men are nen.
Still, as we approach the da¥z | woul d
think a celebration for the finish of

the bridge nay be in order. To |ift
nor al e.
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XERXES
You are al ways w se, brother.
(To Abydos Rul er)
It shall be done.

_ ABYDOS RULER
&FOMAH , not happy)
Yes, eat d- Ki ng.

Hyperantes enters with their other brother, ACHAEMENES.

HYPERANTES

Brother! Look who cones from Egypt!
XERXES

Achaenenes!
ACHAEMENES

Br ot her!

They enbr ace.

XERXES o

It pleases ne that you join us, brother.
ACHAEMENES

| would not sit out this glory you
make in our father's name. But

eyes have never seen such a thing.
Your will has wought a sight in the
W ndow.

Xerxes smles and exits to the Acropolis bal cony. Everyone
trails him

EXT. ABYDOS ACROPOLI S BALCONY

Xerxes and his entourage | ook out onto the HELLESPONT BRI DGE

The bridge they build stretches out fromthe shore into the
di stance; many ships put together, side by side, with
platfornms |aid across the decks to connect them Men wal k
along the platforns with idling materi al s.

_ ACHAEMENES
This shall only be anong the nmany great
things to cone of your reign

ABYDOS RULER _
Yes, great Xerxes. It is a glorious
achi evenent.

XERXES
~ (Reveling) o
It is only the beginning of ny dory.
(To Abrocones)
Eh, brother?

ABROCOVES
(Pl eased for him
Yes, ny King. M brother.

The brothers enjoy the noment. Damaratus does not.

43
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45.
I NT. KIMON' S HOUSE -- N GHT 44

Kinon's Wfe sits in the warnth of the fireplace. Kinon is
behi nd her puttinﬁ the last of his |locks fromhis head,
tossing it into the flames. Leaving his arnor, cape, hel net
and shreld, he takes only his spear as he wal ks to the house
door. Before he |eaves, he stops a nonent, |ooking back to
his Wfe. Her eyes glitter with angry tears she refuses to
release. She turns away fromhimand stares into the fire.

W FE .
Wth it, or onit. | care not which.
Ki non | eaves.
EXT. SPARTA -- CONTI NUOUS 45

Ki mron wal ks to the edge of the sleeﬁing city and then, dressed
%nly in his robe and carrying only his spear, he departs
part a.

EXT. PLAINS OF ARCADI A, EARLY JULY -- AFTERNOCON 46

The Spartans march silently in formation. As they walk,

t hey come upon 1000 Arcadi ans, a vagabond band who carry
various types of swords and shields with different pictures
pai nted on the faces. HYPERENOR | eads them

_ _ HYPERENOR
King Leonidas. Geetings. | am
Hyper enor.
LEONI DAS )
Wio are these that walk with you
Ar cadi an?
HYPERENOR

Warriors, all, ny King.
D eneces sni ckers.

HYPERENOR ( CONT' D)
Tegea and Mantinea has emptied its
cities to join you in this noble
endeavor. W are all willing men who
submt to your command.

DI ENECES
These nen? 1Is this all?
HYPERENCR
(Put off)

W are one thousand nen, ny Lord. Al
will stand at your side and fight.

DI ENECES
Stand? More run. And tranple our
backsi des as you retreat in fear.

The Spartans |laugh. A few of the close-by Arcadi ans grunbl e.
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(I'nsulted)
W will fight.
~ LEONI DAS _
Yes, Arcadian. | see that you wll.
But are we to expect nore |1 ke these.
HYPERENOR

Al of Greece acts to conme to the call.
Tal k of your journey North has spread
swftly. There is word frommany a
city owll join. | know O chonenia
journeys even now. And |'ve heard
Corinth, Phlius, Thespia and Mycenae
make ready to join with you as you
pass toward the "Hot Gates".

Hyper enor | ooks over the 300.

_ HYPERENOR ( CONT' D)
I's this the advance of your arny? How
many days behind are the rest?

LEONI DAS
This is the force of Sparta.

The entire Arcadi an contingent nmunbles in shock.

HYPERENOR
(Shocked)
| don"t understand. | was led to
bel i eve Sparta would commt nore
soldiers to this fight.

LEONI DAS
And we have

HYPERENOR
(Qutraged) _
Arcadi a has put forth 1000 soldiers..

LEONI DAS
Have you?
(Pointing to an
Ar cadi an) _
You. Arcadian. What is your craft?

ARCADI AN
Ah... Scul ptor, sir.

~ LEONI DAS
(Pointing to another)
And you. Wiat is your craft?

- ARCADI AN
Carpenter, sir.
LEONI DAS
And you?
ARCADI AN

Farner, sir.
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LEONI DAS
And you.

ARCADI AN
Bl acksm t h.

LEONI DAS

(W thout turning)
Spartans! What is your craft!

Tﬂe Spartans thunp their spears on their arnor and present
t hem

LEONI DAS ( CONT' D) |
See? | have brought nore soldiers
t han you.

Hyperenor grinds his teeth in spite.

LEONI DAS ( CONT' D)
Per haps you'd care to test thenf

~ HYPERENCR
(Hesi tant)
That... that's not necessary. Wonever
were to win, it wuld be the waist of
?_nﬁn's l'ife needed for the com ng
i ght.

~ LEONIDAS
You speak w sely, Captain. It would
be a waist of a man's life. And the
wai st of a Spartan's breath to take
It.

Leoni das wal ks on, his Spartans trailing him The Arcadi ans
begrudgi ngly foll ow

EXT. ZEU PORT HARBOR AT Pl RAEUS, ATHENS -- DAY

SUPER: ZEU PORT HARBOR. Pl RAEUS, ATHENS

The |l arge Athenian fl eet prepares for voyage.

| NT. ZEU PORT STABLE AT Pl RAEUS

A stabl e hand feeds Eurybi ades' horse. Eurybiades' shield
hangs fromthe horse's side with the Lanbda insignia
di spl ayed.

THEM STOCLES (V. O.)
And with the Trirenmes of Athens, Corinth
and the others, we shall neet the
Pﬁrsian fleet wwth the strength of 271
shi ps.

ARI STEDES (V. Q)
A fine fleet.

a7
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I NT. CAPTAIN S QUARTERS OF THE ATHENI AN FLAGSHI P 49

Them st ocl es confers over maps with his war council,
Ari stedes, ADEI MANTUS, Captalin of the Corinthian fleet, and
Eur ybi ades.

_ ADEI MANTUS
Have we information yet as to the nunber
of Persian ships?

_ THEM STOCLES
Not hing firmas yet.

_ ARl STEDES
Many Brlests ask to join our crews.
The elieve their presence wll be
| ooked on favorably by the Gods.

ADEI MANTUS
|'ve allowed this with many of the
riests of Corinth. TheK coul d provide
eart to the nmen in the hard days to
come.

THEM STOCLES
| see the wisdomof it, Adei mantus.
Very wel |, then. But one priest per
ship. No nore. Prayers wll have
| ess effect against the eneny than
bone and gristle. And they shall WORK
Ari st edes.

ARl STEDES
As you say, ny Lord.

They smle in satisfaction of their preparations. They | ook
to serious Eurybi ades.

_ ADEI MANTUS
Be joyous, Spartan. W have a powerful
fleet at the ready.

THEM STOCLES
What say you, Eurybiades. Are you
able to lead this fleet to victory?

EURYBI ADES
| am no sailor, Them stocles. You
know better than | the effectiveness
of this fleet and where best to depl oy.
But this is not ny role here. You
sought a Spartan to | ead because you
knew t hat above all nen, a Spartan
would not permt the line to falter.
Victory or death.

Eur ybi ades | eaves.

_ ADElI MANTUS
Ajolly fellowif ever | met one.

~ ARl STEDES
My Lord. | inplore you.
( MORE)
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ARI STEDES ( CONT' D)
Do not let this fool |ead us. He does
not know the first thing of a ship--

THEM STOCLES
You have ny decision, Aristedes. |
wll supply himwith all he need know
as his second.
(Looking at the naps?
On the norrow, we set sail. As the
Spartan said: To victory or death

EXT. OPEN PLAINS -- EVEN NG 50
t he night.

fein their city.

h. H's stomach

Ki nron conmes across 80 Mycenaeans canpi ng for
They eat and talk of their journey and of |

Kinmon is careful to stax hi dden in sone brus
runbl es with hunger as he watches and waits

DI SSCLVE TQO
EXT. MYCENAEAN CAMP -- LATER 51

After the Mycenaeans have drunken thensel ves to sl eep, Kinon
sneaks into their canp and scrounges, eating whatever neat
and drinking what water he finds. Any w ne he spits out.

He al so | ooks for clothes and arnor in which to disguise
himsel f. One of the drunken Mycenaeans awakes, catching him
as he steals a raﬁged cape fromunder him He tackles Kinon,
but one fist to the face returns himto unconsci ousness.

Ki mon then notices a helmet, simlar in design to a Spartans
helm He takes this, too, and sneaks away successfully.

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. HELLESPONT BRI DGE -- MORN NG 52

Abrocomes wal ks through the filed ranks of the assenbl ed

arny and approaches the King's caravan. At his side, on
horse back, are his other brothers and general s, including
Damar at us. Abrocones mounts his own steed and nods to Xerxes.

Xerxes sits in his chair and the caravan is |ifted.

XERXES
And so, ny brothers. Let our father's
i npetus be realized.

Xerxes waves his hand. Abrocones screans for his nen to
“move out", the order repeated down the ranks so all soldiers
will knowit. And the arny begins its cross of the

Hel | espont.

EXT. PERSI AN FLAGSHI P -- CONTI NUQUS 53

Mar doni us stands on the bridge of the Persian Flagship at

t he head of the dePartlng fleet. He nods to Achaenenes who
| ooks out on the fleet fromatop his horse on the Hell espont
shore. Achaenenes returns it and rejoins his brothers.
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ZOOM QUT TO SHOW THE PERSI AN ARMY MARCHI NG ACROSS THE 2
BRIDSES CgE? THE HELLESPONT AND THE PERSI AN FLEET SAI LI NG UP
THE STRAI :

CUT TO
EXT. AEGEAN SEA 54
MCU EURYBI ADES

Eurybi ades stands on the bow of the Athenian flagship trirene,
Them stocl es at his side.

ZOOM QUT TO SHOW THE 271 SHI P ATHENI AN FLEET SAI LI NG ON THE
TAIL WNDS TO MEET THE PERSI AN ARVADA

CUT TO
EXT. OPEN PLAI NS OF GREECE 55
MCU LEONI DAS

Leoni das and his 300 Spartans wal k the plains of Geece to
nmeet the Persians.

Z0OOM OQUT TO SHOW THE MARCH OF THE 300 SPARTANS LEADI NG 2, 000
OTHER GREEKS THAT JO N THEM FOR THE FI GHT.

EXT. ROCKY GREEK HI LLS -- AFTERNOON 56

Ki mron wal ks in the Mycenaean arnor and hel met. Suddenly, he
hears a stirring in some brush. He watches the foliage
careful ly.

A large boar energes. The boar sees him |t snorts and

digs 1ts hoof in the dirt. Kinon smles and drops his spear.
The boar digs again. Kinon pulls his dagger. The boar darts
at him It travels surprisingly fast, but before Kinon can
kill his prey, an arrow pierces the swine, bringing it to

t he ground.

Two Thespi ans energe fromthe brush, D THYRAMBUS, sword in
hand, and PODUS, his arrow trained on Kinon. They approach.

DI THYRAMBUS
You are either a fool, stranger, or
| ove the Gods too nmuch to desire to
visit them so soon

Kinon stares at themfor only a nonent before making his
nmove; kicking up his spear into his hand, and taking down
bot h nen; disarmng them causing Podus to shoot his arrow
into the sky.

Bot h Thespi ans |ie bel ow him Eitﬂ%ranbus at his spear tip
and Podus at the point of Dithyranbus' sword.

KI MON
The Gods shall know you before ne.

Di t hyranbus eyes the spear point and then bursts out |aughing.
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DI THYRANMBUS
fire, eh, Podus?
PODUS

one has made me swal |l ow a
nmy arse. OW

DI THYRAMBUS

(Cheerful)

You i npress,
harm ri end

stranger. W nean you no
. Permt us to rise?

After a beat, Kinmon |l ets them stand.

You have abi

Kinmon is silent.

From what | a

DI THYRAMBUS ( CONT' D)
lity. Wat is your name?

DI THYRAMBUS ( CONT' D)
nd do you hail ?

Agai n, Kinon won't answer.

Apparently f

PODUS _
roma |land with no manners.

DI THYRAMBUS

Pati ence, Podus. Trust is earned. He
will speak it in his own tine.

& o Ki non) _
| am Dithyranbus. He is Podus. W

are of Thesp
our fellowc
to join int
East er ners.

| am bound f

The Gods hav
cross. W c
you join us?

Ki non i nspect themto

Ther nopyl ae

ia. W travel with 700 of
itizens for Thernnﬁylae,
he fight against the

Kl MON

or the "Hot Gates" as well.
DI THYRAMBUS

e witten our paths to

ould use your skill. Wuld

determ ne their wort hi ness.

- PODUS
is but a day's travel.

We'd arrive together anyway. But if

you prefer t

Ki non t hi nks a nonent

Very good.

o wal k al one. ..
and then nods his assent.

DI THYRAMBUS _
Come. Qur canp is but a

kil ometer away. Podus. Bring our

meal .

Ki nron points the spear at the boar as Podus reaches for it.

Di t hyranbus | aughs.
foll ow ng Dithyranbus

Podus puts his hands up and backs away,
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Kinmon [ifts the dead boar over his shoulders and trails the
pair.

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. SPARTAN CAMP -- EVEN NG 57

The Greeks have canped for the evening. The Spartans,
however, havi ng segregated thensel ves, engage I n exercise.
The G eeks sneer and glower at the "superior" Spartans.

Bucoli leads a group in "chair" squats, where Spartans |ean
back-to-back as if sitting in a chair, and hold a rock
straight out in front of them

BUCCLI _
You | ot are a m serable sight! Spartan
W ves possess nore spirit and strength!

He gets in the face of two brothers, ALPHEUS and MARO

_ BUCCOLI ( CONT' D) _
Do you tire, Al pheus!? Do you w sh
rest!?!

ALPHEUS
No, Master!

~ BucaLl
| see pain in your eyes, Maro! Are
you as weak as your brother here!?!

_ MARO
No pain, Master!

Atys wal ks by wth the Corinthian Captain, OLIS.

NEARBY - Leoni das, Dieneces, Aristodenus, Kittos and Hyperenor
di scuss plans for the comng fight over a map of Thernopyl ae.

DI ENECES _

The wal |l has not been used in so |ong.
ARl STODEMUS _

Aye. I1t'll need shoring to make it as

it once was.

Atys and dis join them

~ ATYS
(Sal uting)
My Lord.
LEONI DAS
Atys.
ATYS _
My Lord. This is Ais of Corinth.
all's
(Presenting hinself)
My Lord. It is an honor.

( MORE)



OLI'S (CONT' D)

| bring with nme 400 nen of Corinth who

pl edge to stand with you at your
command.

LEONI DAS
Very good.

als
W' ve al so sent ahead word to Phocia
and the rest of Boeotia to join us.

LEONI DAS
What of the Thebens? Have they yet
comm tted?

als
|'ve heard not hing of Thebes.

Leoni das thi nks on this a nonent.

ARl STODEMUS

Not surPrising. There are whi spers of

their arfinity for the Persian des.
LEONI DAS _

And their response was | acking at the

assenbly. T\Yet, they have commtted

to the alliance and | will see them

keeE toit. Select fromthe G eek

ranks

to Thebes with a call to arns.

KITTOS
By your comrmand.

A ruckus nearby draws their attention. The counci

a fast runner, Kittos. Send hi m

53.

| ook and

see MEA STIAS, an old Magi and Seer, arguing with Bucoli and

Xut hos. Spartan spectators hover.

_ VEQ STI AS _
-- You poison e, foul snelling
Laconi an!
BUCQOLI

A Spartan does not take well to insults,

old man. Nor to clunsy thieves we
cat ch.

MEG STI AS _
You call ne thief of that which you
should freely give!?!

Megi stias throws his thick, red drink in Bucoli's face. The

Spartans | augh and nock. Bucoli pulls his dagger.

LEONI DAS
STAY YOUR HAND, BUCOLI

BUCOLI
But, nmy Lord--
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Bucoli doesn't hear his King's order through his anger.
Leoni das rushes at Bucoli and bashes his face, knocking him
down. He never repeats his orders.

LEONI DAS
(To Megi sti as)
What is your business here, old man.

~MEG STI AS
(Recogni zi ng Leoni das)
You are Leoni das.

LEONI DAS
Do I know you, G andfather?

MEG STI AS o
| know you, King of Lacedaemi nia. You
were revealed to me in a vision.

_ LEONI DAS
Vi si on?

MEG STI AS
In a dream ny ancestor, Ml anpus,
cane to ne wth a nmessage fromthe

Gods. They command | join with you in
your journey to battle.
LEONI DAS

(Hunor ed)
Do they. And why would that be?

_ MEG STI AS
To aid you, ny Lord, obviously. | am
a Seer. A Magi of the Gods. | speak
their words so that you will know their
will and act w sely.

The Spartans around them | augh. Even Leoni das chuckl es.

DI ENECES
You don't truly intend to allow this
one to join us, Leonidas?
(Low voi ce)
He' s obvi ously touched.

VEGQ STI AS
(Qutraged)
Touched! ?!
LEONI DAS

The CGods have sent him Leonidas. It
is a good onen. And he can be useful
One as he is usually know edgeable in
her bs of heal i ng.

MVEQ STI AS
O course.

LEONI DAS o
Very good. Then you may join with us.
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MEQ STI AS _
Do you see? Already you act w sely.
LEONI DAS
Do you have a nane, old one?
MEQ STI AS _
| am Megistias. | amof Arcanani a.
~ LEONI DAS
~ (Ushering Megistias) o
Megi stias of Arcanania. Conme. | invite
you to eat with ne.
MEQ STI AS

| wish nore a drink than food. _
Sonething with kick! Not that swll
y

drunken your fool soldier.
_ LEONI DAS
We drink no wines, Seer. It was a

drink of ne you inbibed. Boiled pigs
bl ood m xed with vinegar and herbs--

MEQ STI AS _
By the Gods! Denons! No w ne!?!

DI SSCLVE TQO
EXT. SPORADES OCEAN, COAST OF EUBCEA -- DAWN

Them stocl es and Aristedes sit on the deck, eating their
breakfast and di scussing the nost recent intelligence.

~ ARl STEDES
-- scout ships from A ynthus brought
conflicting Intelligence. They say
the nunbers lie in the thousands, not
hundr eds.

THEM STOCLES
(Frustrated)
By the Gods! Can we not get a clear

count ? _ _
(Consi dering a beat) _
Very well. We'Il plan accordingly.

At worst, we would be over-prepared.
(Looki ng starboard) _

What sax_you, Eur ybi ades? WII| you

eat nothing this norning?

PAN TO EURYBI ADES

Eurybi ades | eans over the deck side in nausea.

EURYBI ADES _
Ugh. How you Greeks can stomach this..
. (Gags
Thi s unnatural nethod of travel. Two

feet on the ground is the way the Gods
intended it.
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ARl STEDES
(Under his breath)
So, Spartans are not as invincible as
t hey Dbelieve.

THEM STOCLES
_ (Anusedé
Ari st edes. | ease.
Them stocles rises fromthe table to Eurybi ades.

THEM STOCLES ( CONT' D)
Fear not, Spartan. The sickness w ||
pass. Besides, see there. Qur
| our ney' s end.

He points his attention to land in the distance.

THEM STOCLES ( CONT' D)
The Cape of Artem sium

EURYBI ADES
(Unent husi asti c) _
Well and good. | am happy for it.

Eurybi ades turns quickly and vom ts over the side.
Them stocles cringes and Aristedes hides his smle.

EXT. THESSELY -- DAY 59
SUPER:  THESSELY, NEWY ANNEXED LAND OF PERSI A.

A | arge parkg is put on throughout the entire city of

Thessel y. ny sol diers and commanders enjoy the food and
wonen.

| NT. THRONE TENT OF XERXES 60
Xerxes and his brothers, Achaenenes and Hyperantes, watch a
horse show nade by the Thesselians (renown for their horse
skills). Their every whimis tended to.

Damaratus enters with HYLAS, the general of Thessely's arny.

DAMARATUS
G eat Xer xes.
XERXES _ _
Danmar at us! Enter! Join us, friend!
DAMARATUS

This is Hylas, My King. General of
Thessely's armes. He's received a
message froma City in central G eece.

XERXES
Bring himforward.

Hyl as steps forward and bows.

~ HYLAS
G eat de-Kln?NCRE)
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_ ~ HYLAS (CONT' D)
Forgive this interruption, but
bel reved you would want this
i mredi ately.

aps his hands and two sol diers present a
itcher of water and a nound of black eart

HYLAS ( CONT' D)
Tokens of surrender, ny Lord.

Xer xes laughs. He pours the water onto the dirt.

Xer xes waves Hylas off.

XERXES
What say you now, Damaratus? These
Greeks are not as mghty as you said
themto be!

HYPERANTES
You succeed where our father fail ed,
brother. And with no blood spilled..

) DAMARATUS ]
Wth respect, General, the conquest is
not yet done. |I'minformed that G eeks

make defense at Thernopylae. Only a
day's wal k from here

ACHAEMENES
They had al so made defense at your M.
C]¥npus, and retreated fromthat place
betore we could ever neet them

XERXES _
Pl ease. Damaratus. Sit at ny side.

HYPERANTES
Damaratus. Look about you. The G eek
cities surrender at the mere sight of
the King' s arny.

DAMARATUS

The Greeks at Thernopyl ae are | ed by
the Spartans. And wth them their
Ki ng, Leoni das.

(To Xer xes)
As | told you, ny Lord. The Spartans
are a race of fierce warriors. They
will not fear your army. And the other
Geeks wll followtheminto battle.

ACHAENMENES
You are of Sparta, are you not
Danar at us?

XERXES
More than a nmere Spartan, brother. He
was once their King.

HYPERANTES
Truly?

ﬁlatter

Damaratus sits by Xerxes.

57.



_ DAMARATUS
| was a King, Hyperantes. | ruled the
great city of Sparta with ny fellow

Ki ng, C eonenes.

_ ACHAEMENES
Your city has two Kings? What a
novel ty.

DAMARATUS
It is |aw handed down by the father of
our Rhetra, Lycurgus. Spartais to
have two kings so that no one man may
have power nore than any ot her.

HYPERANTES
Such backward t hi nking, eh brother?

Xer xes | aughs.

ACHAEMENES _
And so how did you cone into the service
of the God-King, wayward Spartan?

- DAMARATUS _

My brother King fueled his obsession
for making wars in far-off lands wth
the lives of our nen. | was his nost
out spoken opposition, demanding he'd
be stopped or stripped of his crown.
But it takes nore than words to depose
a King of Sparta.

~ XERXES S
Then how did he manage it with you,
poor Danar at us.

~ DAMARATUS

A Spartan is a nman defined by duty; to

|aw and to faith. As tightly as we

hold to our law, so, too, do we hold

to the word of the Gods. Yet, it seens

even a CGod's will nmay be bought with
old. C eonenes bribed the | phic
acle to speak that Apollo found nme

unwort hy of rule.

XERXES
What outrage.

DAMARATUS _
Rather than live ny life in a prison
I IIed to Persopilos and pledged ny

W to your father, great God-King.
HYPERANTES

You made out the better, |I'd say.
ACHAEMENES

Yes. Advisor to a God instead of King
of a city soon to fall under our feet.
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XERXES _
Yes. You'll soon have retribution,
Danmar at us.

DAMARATUS

Retribution has been had, ny_ King.

Cl eonenes' obsession becane insanity
and he was jailed for it. He came to
death by his own hand soon after

Achaenenes | aughs hysterically at the sound of this.

~ XERXES
well, ny friend, when G eece cones
under nmy control, I will return Sparta
to you. In fact, you will have the

whol e of the Pel oponnesus. To rule
alone. M gift for your loyalty to ne
and ny father.

_ DAMARATUS
(Sincere, yet not happy) _
My thanks, ny King. Your generosity
i S boundl ess.

_ XERXES
Do not think on it. Now Enjoy
yourself. These Thespi ans have nade
wonder ful cel ebration. Put away your
worries. | command it.

As Xerxes and his brothers re-engage thenselves in the
cel ebration, tasting the nanY foods and wonmen put before
them Damaratus stands and [ eaves unnoti ced.

EXT. ENTRY TO THERMOPYLAE PASS -- AFTERNOON
SUPER:  AUGUST, 480 BC. THERMOPYLAE ("THE HOT GATES').

The Greek arny finally reaches Thernnpxlae. Al'l of them
ass under the shadow of M. Ceta as the enter. Leonidas
ooks up at the nmountain in solem contenpl ation.

KI TTCS
(Reverant)
M. Ceta, Leonidas. Wiere your
ancestor, Heracles, fell in battle.

EXT. THERMOPYLAE PASS -- MOMVENTS LATER

The arnmy is met by the Phocians and Locrians. TIRO their
general, steps forward with his LOCRI AN CAPTAI N.

) ) Tl RO
Ki ng Leoni das.

Tiro presents his armand Leonidas takes it in greeting.
TI RO ( CONT' D)

| amTiro. The men of Boeotia greet
you and pledge to you their loyalty.
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LEONI DAS _
What news have you of the Persians?

Through the Phocian canp, the Spartans pass by the G eeks
with no greeting, trailing Leonidas.

TI RO
The Persians wal k the G eek north.
Unassai | ed.

BUCOLI
No one fights!?

Tl RO
Wien the G eek force left Oynpus, the
Northern Cities believed they were
abandoned. And the eneny's nunbers
are so great...

ARl STODEMUS
Cowar ds.
KITTOS
Better for us. It |eaves a proper
chal | enge.
They reach the old Phocian wall. It is a tall structure of
rock and dirt, dilapidated and eroded by age and the el enents.
TI RO

The wal| of the Phocians. CQur defense
agai nst Thessely so | ong ago.

ARl STODEMUS
Aruin of rock and dirt.

Leoni das | ooks on the wall a nonent and fornul ates his plans.

LEONI DAS
Di eneces, the wall is to be rebuilt.
Gather all you need to see it done.
DI ENECES
By your comrand.
LEONI DAS
The G eeks shall take station behind
the Phocian Wall. The Spartans shal |
be encanped at its front.
Tl RO
As you say, ny Lord.
LEONI DAS

Aristodenus, you will have prepared a
place for the injured. Have the Seer
aid you and assign for hima group who

w || gather whatever materials he wll
need for nedicines. Use G eeks.
ARl STODEMUS

| obey.
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_ LEONI DAS o
Bucoli, you are to test the abilities
of the G eeks. Hold exercises to
determne their skill wth a weapon
and their strength in a fight.

BUCCOLI
By your command, ny King.
LEONI DAS

Kittos, take count of the weapons
carried by the Geeks. Determne their
use in battle conditions. Any Geek

w thout a weapon is to be supplied
one, and any weapon found |lacking is
to be repl aced.

KITTOS
By your comrmand.

Everyone disperses to do their duty. Leonidas finally has a
noment alone. He finds a hot spring burbling fromthe nountain
side and dips his hand in, remenbering his spring at hone.

He notices a small path through the rocks.
EXT. SHRI NE OF HERACLES 63

He wal ks the short path up the nmountain to a shrine made to
Heracles. He looks on it with reverence at first and then
regret. Standing before the statue, he prays to his ancestor.

_ LEONI DAS
gi ve them hope, ancestor. Cods help
, by ny words they think that we
[l survive what is to cone.

EXT. CHALCI S -- DUSK 64

I
e
Wi

The fleet is anchored just off shore. Small boats are rowed
back and forth fromthe ships to the shore carrying supplies
and the sails off the ships to Iighten them

Eur ybi ades stands at the ocean edge | ooking out at the fleet
and setting sun. He's slightly peaked, but feeling better.

Them stocl es wal ks up beside him

THEM STOCLES
How do you feel?

Eurybi ades |l ets out a | oud bel ch.

THEM STOCLES ( CONT' D)
(Hunmorously put off)
Better, | see.

EURYBI ADES
"Il be better still when the eneny
COmnes.
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_ THEM STOCLES
Patients Spartan. They'll be here
soon enough.

Them stocl es | ooks over his shoul der and notices a dozen of
the priests fromthe ships huddl ed together giving prayer.

THEM STOCLES ( CONT' D)
VWhat's this?

~ EURYBI ADES
( Looki ng) _
The Priests pray to the Wnd Cod.

They begin an ani mal sacrifice.

THEM STOCLES
(I ncredul ous)
Wai st of tinme. And of an animal better
suited to eating.

) EURYBI ADES

(Slightly outraged)
Those who doubt the power of the Gods
find thensel ves beset by their wath.

THEM STOCLES

| believe in the power of the Gods,
Spartan. If | did not, I'd never have
consulted the Oracle whose words
inspired the fleet before you. It is
their inclination to involve thensel ves
| question. |If | believed prayer would

be the difference in the comng battle,
|'d have us all on bended knee back in
At hens.

Adei mant us appr oaches.

_ ADEI MANTUS
Them st ocl es.

_ THEM STOCLES _
Adei mantus. How goes the evacuation?

ADEI MANTUS
The Euboeans haven't enough vessels to
carry themall fromthis rsland. |
t hought perhaps a few of our smaller
shi ps coul d be used.

~ THEM STOCLES
(Sighing)
| can't take the risk to spare them
Have those who remai n hi de where they
can. Tell themto hide WELL.

Adei mantus bows his head and | eaves to do as told.
THEM STOCLES ( CONT' D

And where be the Gods now, eh? en
their people need ships to escape death?
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A beat .
EURYBI ADES

s not for the Gods to do for us.
t were, what purpose is there of
n

g.
They | ook out on the last bit of sun at the Horizon.

EXT. THERMOPYLAE, THE GREEK CAMP -- CONTI NUQUS 65

It i
If i
[ivi

Vi

Great tension rises above the canp.

SOQUTHERN EDGE OF CAMP - Hyper enor apBroaches_to gr eet
tEﬁbWhAEES (30s), Captain of 400 Theben soldiers that follow
ehin i m

~ HYPERENOR
(Shaki ng_arns)
G eetings, Friend.

LEONTI ADES
And to you. | am Leontiades. The
Cty of Thebes commts these 400 nen
to this noble effort.

HYPERENOR
| am Hyperenor. Wl cone.

They wal k together into canp as the Thebens mngle with the
rest.

LEONTI ADES
Were is the Spartan King. | would
have a word with him
HYPERENOR _
Al are engaged in the readi ness of
is arny. ut cone, there is one
rst with whomyou shoul d speak.

th
fi
Hyperenor |eads Leontiades through the silent, yet busy,
encanpnent filled with worried, w de-eyed sol diers.

THE PHOCI AN WALL - The Spartans, Maro, Al pheus and Atys anong
them toil hard, gathering rocks to refit and fortify the
nearly repaired wall.

Leonidas wal ks with Kittos along the pass in the near
di st ance.

_ATYS
The Greeks will now have a proper place
to cower, eh?

They chuckle. Aristodenus approaches.

ALPHEUS
It should be themtasked to toiling on
this wall. A Spartan's lot is to
ﬂeftroy t he eneny, not build cowards'
ol es.



THE PASS -

ARl STODEMUS
Your |ot, young one, is to do as you
are tasked b¥ your betters. Question
the orders of the King once nore and
"1l have your tongue for it.

- ALPHEUS
(Contrite; head bowed) _
Forgive, Master. | repent ny insol ence.
- MARO _
| beg you, ignore him Aristodenus.
He nmerely tires of this lifting of
rock when his blood boils for a fight.

SPARTAN
W all do. In truth, this be Hel ot
wor K.

ARl STODEMUS _
It is Spartan work, and well suited.
You are young and have never experienced
true battle, so you cannot apgre0|ate
this time before the storm hr ough
hard work does a warrior find focus.
It sharpens one's thoughts for wars
such as these. A fight is first won
in the mnd before it can be won in
the field. The King knows this well,
and it is by his wsdomthat we my
yet have a chance at what is to cone.

canp, Kittos at his side.

Leoni das | ooks over the path and points to the narrowest

spot .

Leoni das

_ LEONI DAS
Sparta will deploy there. At the narrow
of the pass. very Spartan is to becone

intimate with this |and. How progresses
the wall?

_ KI TTCS
It is near conpletion now General

Di eneces has doubl ed efforts and put

Ari stodenus to oversee additional nen.
LEONI DAS

VWhat of the state of the G eeks?
KITTGS

They are arnmed well enough. And Bucol
trains themas best he can. They |ack
di sci pli ne.

sighs, trying to make due with what he has.

LEONI DAS
Have conpanies of the G eeks assenbl ed
bK cit or station behind the wall.
They' Il be released in rotation as
needed.

64.

Leoni das wal ks the sandy pass outside the G eek
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KITTOS
By your comrmand.

A is approaches with Xuthos. They bow and sal ute.

XUTHOS
My Lord, a messenger has cone by boat
fromArtem sium He brings word of
the Athenian fleet.

LEONI DAS
Very good. As your father controls
the sea, Kittos, we shall know wel |
what nettle these Persians truly have
W t hout their warships.

KI TTOS _
He will not fail you, ny King.

He puts his hand on Kittos' shoul der.

Leoni das
at dis.

LEONI DAS
O this, I'mcertain.
(To Ais)

And what have your Corinthian scouts
to say, Qls? |Is there sign yet of
t he eneny?

all's
No sign as yet, ny Lord. However, we
must speak of the canps. Qur supplies
are beginning to grow thin. | have
or gani zed ﬁroups who wi |l nake regul ar
t

trips to e local villages--
LEONI DAS _
Very good, Ais. |I'mcertain you'l
handl e all that needs to be done.
als

But ny King. That is not the only
problemto occur. There is much we
must di scuss regardi ng the--

LEONI DAS
That is all, dis. Carry on.

wal ks of f. The other Spartans follow, snickering
He stands stunned at how he has been di sm ssed.

LEONI DAS ( CONT' D
A week and still nothing of these
forei gners.

_ KI TTOS _
My hope is they' ve not decided to turn
back. | have a mind for a fight with
t hese Easterners.

XUTHOS

Perhaps the CGods finally bless them
with the intelligence to turn before
we hand them therr death.
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KITTOS
Ei ther that or they've caught whiff of
you, Xuthos. You rank a snell nore
potent than the ani mal pens.

They chuckle. Leonidas cracks a smle.

MED TENT - Bucoli barges through the crowmed canp to

Megi stias' nedical tent holding a soiled sandal. Megistias
stunbl es about inside, drinking a skin of wi ne as he rummages
around the nan¥ gat hered herbs on a large, make-shift table.
At the front of the tent is a shabby corral filled with
several sheep.

_ BUCCLI
Stupid old man! You've | ost your
ani mal s agai n!

_ MEGQ STI AS
Ny ani mal s!' ?!  These creatures are
pl aced here wi thout ny consent. | am

no sheep herder, fool Spartan.

Eucgli steps up to Megistias and snatches the skin fromhis
and.

BUCOLI
You are a decrepit old fool! That the
King tol erates you--

MEG STI AS

The King knows respect! You do well

to learn it. The Gods speak through
nﬁ, Spartan. To insult ne is to insult
t hem

BUCQOLI
The Gods speak though the nouth of a
usel ess drunkard as they do through
the flatulent arse of a horse.

MEGQ STI AS

|f so nuch were true, Spartan, you
woul d channel their voice yourself.
BUCCLI
You test ne, goat--
_ MEQ STI AS _
Again, | hear only the passing of_gas,
so | nust speak to a horses backsi de.

Il wll try a different approach for
reason. _ _

(Leaning to Bucoli's ass) _
Tell nme, Spartan, why are you so stupid?

G eeks around him | augh. Bucoli kicks Megistias to the ground
and woul d continue striking himbut for Dthyranbus stepping
up in an inposi ng manner.

DI THYRANMBUS
Hol d, Spart an!
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Bucoli turns to him

DI THYRAMBUS ( CONT' D)
You wi Il not strike him again.

_ BUCOLI
And who is to stop nme, G eek?
DI THYRANVBUS
Il will. If you force ny hand.

Bucoli noves closer to Dithyranbus.

BUCCLI
You are one of the Thespians. | know
of your C|tr: |'ve seen themfight.
gChuck i ng) _ _
w fe has better skill in her

seductive dance.
Spartans around hi m | augh.

MEQ STI AS
Then perhaps, Spartan, your venom cones
frommssing her face. As | ama
heal er, | shall hel p ease the pain of
her absence.

Megi stias | eans over and lifts his robe, showing his bare
ass to Bucoli. He shakes it about and slaps it, saying:

MVEG STI AS ( CONT' D)
G ve us a kiss now eh?

Angry, Bucoli starts toward the old seer, but D thyranbus
stops him Wthout thought, Bucoli attacks. A commotion of
cheers and instigations from Spartans and G eeks ri se.

Podus, Kinmon and three other Thespians run up. Podus and
the Thespians dive in to aid their friend and Commander.
Ki non stays back, careful to stay hidden fromthe Spartans.

THE SOUTHERN EDGE OF CAMP - Dieneces, engaged in preparations,
i s approached by Hyperenor with Leonti ades.

HYPERENOR
Gener al .

_ DI ENECES
(slightly dismssive)
What is it now, Hyperenor.

HYPERENOR
This is the captain of Thebes.

LEONTI ADES
(Extendi ng his hand)
| am Leonti ades.

DI ENECES
(lgnoring him _
So, Thebes finds courage to fight, eh?
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LEONTI ADES
_ (InsultedL _ _
| wish to speak wth your King.
DI ENECES

The King occupies hinself. 1"l
your request, and he shall fulf
In his tine.

| relay
il it

Leonti ades | ooks to Hyperenor in outrage.

DI ENECES ( CONT' D)
For the tinme being, canp where you

w sh behind the wall. A |ieutenant
shal | conme to your men and test their
abilities.
LEONTI ADES
(Qutraged)

VW are not servants to you, Spartan.
We have cone to fight, not--

HYPERENCR
(Attenpting dipl omacy) _
Pl ease. The General neans not to inply
t he unwort hi ness of Thebes, it is only--
DI ENECES

| speak well for nyself, Arcadian.
(Looki ng Leonti ades
in the eyes)
It is Sparta that |eads this effort,
Theben, and as so, it shall be we who
determ ne your worth. Every man of
this arny shall be tested and used at
our discretion. Do you have issue
with this?

LEONTI ADES
(Biting his tongue) _
And how many bodi es make up this arny?

_ HYPERENCR
Wth your soldiers added, over 4000.
LEONTI ADES
(Shocked
That's all? ve you not heard of the
force we are to face?
HYPERENOR
(Sol em) _ _
We're well aware of it, | prom se.

Look about you. Not a soul is ignorant.
See it in their eyes. Hear it in the
si | ence.

DI ENECES
So long as you all do as told, and
keep under our order and discipline,
we shall have a force against the
i nvaders.
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Leonti ades notices the groupi ng G eeks and shouted cheers
around Bucoli's fight wth the Thespi ans.

_ L EONTI ADES
And is this the order you bring,
Spartan?

Di eneces | ooks to Leontiades and then to the fight. Angry,
he rushes to investigate, Leontiades and Hyperenor trailing.

THE MED TENT - Bucol

_ _ i is fighting the 8ang of Thespi ans
effectively, maintaining t :

he upper han

Di eneces pushes through the crowd. Wthout hesitation, he

wal ks, al nost calmy, through the fighting Thespi ans, tossing

them aside as if they were nothing, and takes down Bucoli in

4 qui ck noves, knocking hi munconscious. The Thespi ans

Ereefe, stunned at the ease with which D eneces brought down
ucol i .

Di eneces points to a Spartan.

DI ENECES )
You. The Caﬁtaln sl eeps. Carry his
carcass to the wall for punishnent.

The Spartan bows his head and does as he is told. Dieneces
then turns to the others.

S DI ENECES ( CONT' D)
Di scipline shall be maintained!

He | ooks to Leontiades, who tries to maintain a venire of
?bsflnacy and superiority instead of the intimdation he
eel s.

DEMOPHI LUS (40s), Captain of the Thespian arny, runs up.

DENOPHI LUS
VWat goes on, Dieneces?

_ DI ENECES
It is nothing. Al has been settl ed.

Denmophi l us | ooks to the bruised Dithyranbus and Podus.

DEMOPHI LUS
D t hyranbus?

Di t hyranbus can think of nothing to say.

Di eneces turns fromthe scene, but Denophilus grabs his arm
to stop him

DEMOPHI LUS ( CONT' D)
W came here to fight the invaders,
Di eneces. Not ot her G eeks.

DI ENECES
And FP you shall, Denophilus. So shal
we all.
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Di eneces tries to wal k off again, but Denophilus won't |et
go.

DEMOPHI LUS
The King will hear of this.

DI ENECES
I will make certain that he does. Be
assured of that.

Di eneces yanks his arm away and wal ks off. Leonti ades and
Hyperenor foll ow.

DEMOPHI LUS
You are ny second, Dithyranbus. |
expect nore of you. You will act as a

captain of this force... or | wll
fIPd anot her better suited for the
rol e.

Denophi l us huffs and wal ks away.

_ DI THYRAMBUS
E§|'9h1|y enbar r assed)
Yes, nmophi | us.
THE PASS - Leonidas stands with his counsel. Dieneces wal ks
to them Leonidas sees himand wi nds up the conversati on.
LEONI DAS
That's all for now Carry out ny

or ders.
They bow and wal k of f as D eneces steps up.

~ DI ENECES
(Sm r ki ng) _ _
The Thebens have finally arrived.
Their | eader asks for your "audi ence".

LEONI DAS
So. They've chosen to honor the pact.

DI ENECES
( Hunor ous) _
And that is a good thing? In truth,
have doubt any of these Greeks are
worthy of the air they use.

LEONI DAS _
They are here to fight, Dieneces.
- DI ENECES _ _
But will their weapons be pointed in
the right direction? | fear this rabble

could not find their own backsides if
their |lips were attached.

They chuckl e.

LEONI DAS
You are the fool, old friend.
( MORE)



LEONI DAS ( CONT' D)
soon know what resolve they carry
[

WI
r hearts.

I 1
in the
DI ENECES
(Jokin

)
O the wei ﬁt of their feet as thex
stride in fearful retreat up our chests.

They chuckl e again and | ook out at the half set sun.

_ LEONI DAS
It is the resolve of Spartan freedom
that will be our greatest weapon.

DI ENECES
For freedom Victory or death.

_ LEONI DAS
_ (Reticent)
Time woul d be victory enough.

_ DI ENECES
Ti me. Yes.

(Prideful) _
For once Karnela ends in the days to
cone... Sparta wll enpty its streets
of all its warriors, and these
foreigners shall know what is the wll
of free nen.

A beat .

LEONI DAS
How are the spirits of the nen?

DI ENECES
The antici pation ways heavily on the
G eeks. The canps are beset by an
eerie quietness. CQur Spartans fare
better, though. Confidence is high
wi th them ut, there have been..
encounters with the Greeks. | nyself
have just gave puni shnment to Bucol
for such a crossing.

~ LEONI DAS
(Surprised)
Bucol i ?
DI ENECES _

Yes. He again |ocked horns with the
ol d one.

LEONI DAS
The Seer.

DI ENECES

Do you truly believe he is so well
connect ed?

LEONI DAS
| believe his intentions good.
( MORE)
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LEONI DAS ( CONT' D)

And if his words bring confort to those
who wish to listen, then his presence
is well meant by the Gods. Especially
in this wetched quiet of the world.

_ _ DI ENECES
This tinme of cal mdoes have an effect...
How can it not?

LEONI DAS
As well it shoul d. | don't want
overconfidence. There is nuch work
and struggl e ahead for us all.

_ DI ENECES _ _
Fhﬁlconfldence of gpartaKgs founs in
ol | owi ng your word, i ng.
friend. gv% live and gye bygit.

Leonidas sinply looks himin the eye a nonent and returns to
the canp. D eneces foll ows.

THESPI AN CAMP - Dithyranbus, Podus and the Thespians return
to their canp to lick their wounds; Kinon follow ng behind,
al ways at a di stance.

PODUS
Bl ast ed Spart ans.
- THESPI AN
They act as if they rule all of G eece.
THESPI AN 2

Soneone shoul d put those arrogant
creatures in their place.

_ DI THYRAMBUS
It is a waist to think on it.
PODUS
How can you say that? They treat us
as filth..!
DI THYRAMBUS

It is Sparta, Podus. What nore had
you expected of thenf

THESPI AN 3
They are the filth!

_ THESPI AN 1
Such high and m ghtiness. Masters of
the universe they think thensel ves.
|f Sparta is such a power, where were
t hey when At hens faced these Persians
at rat hon?

DI THYRANMBUS
This talk is foolishness.
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Kl MON
(Bar ki ng) _
You shoul d not speak of things you
know not hi ng about, Thespi an.

PODUS
(Qutraged) _
You are not part of this conversation,
stranger. You are not even one of us.

DI THYRANMBUS
Podus. . .

PODUS _
How can you trust this one, Dithyranbus?
See how he sides with the Spartans.
Per haps he should canp with them..

~ THESPIAN 3 _
Yes. He is not of our city, just a
stray dog followi ng for scraps off our
tables. Does he truly fight for us?
| did not see himconme to your defense
agai nst the Spartan, Dithyranbus.

He wal ks to Kinmon in a threatening manner.

THESPI AN 3 ( CONT' D)
We know not hi ng about this. He always
keeps a distance. He does not eat
Wi th us, he does not tell us his nane,
he wi Il not even show his face. Wy
do you hide behind your helm stranger?
Per haps you are a SPY.

The Thespi an shoves Kinon. Kinon slaps himand throws him

to the ground in one quick, instinctual action. Podus and

tﬂe others are quick to respond, but Dithyranbus junps between
t hem

_ DI THYRAMBUS
| said that's enough!

They back off.

DI THYRAMBUS ( CONT' D _
Have we not soiled the nane of Thespia
enough this day!?! You act as children!
You will be as nmen or | will have you
cl apped in chains and sent back to
your hones in disgrace.

They all stare each other down.

DI THYRAMBUS ( CONT' D)
Have you not heard my words!?!

Podus | ooks into Dithyranbus' angry eyes and acqui esces.
Ki nron turns away and wal ks of f.

PODUS
Wiy do you permt his presence,
Di t hyranbus- -
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DI THYRAMBUS
(Angrx) _ :
Because | have a mnd to do it, Podus,
and 1'lIl not be questioned on the

matter. And as for the Spartans, you
w || keep their order and distance.

W fight under their banner. |If this
di spl eases you, |eave this place and
be quick about it. Else, keep your

t ongue behind your teeth and do as you
are ordered!

Podus, insulted his long tine friend treats himso, submts.

PODUS
Yes, ny Conmander.

He returns to his friends. D thyranbus |ooks off to Kinon.
EXT. TRACH S TOWN MARKET -- EVEN NG

The | ast of the sun peaks over the horizon on the large town
market. It bustles with a celebration for the O ynpics.

EPH ALTES wanders t hrough, PICklng Bockets of easy prey and
steaklng goods fromthe tables an oot hs of distracted

mer chant s.

One MERCHANT spots his theft and calls attention to him

VERCHANT
Thief! Stop him  Thief!

Two town guards give chase. Eﬁhialtes runs, | osing hinself

in the cromd. He believes he has escaped, but is stopped in
his tracks by Abrocones' Captain, on his horse, at the edge

OL the town. The Captain sits above himand | ooks down over
the city.

CAPTAI N
G eeks!

The locals turn and give their attention to the Captain.

CAPTAI N ( CONT' D)
You are conquered by the G eat God-
Klng, Xerxes! This territory is now
of Persia! Submt peacefully and you'l
not cone to harm

The mounted caval ry cones ?alloping_into the city from behind
him and beyond them the foot soldiers are in view, marching

%omard themin waves. The citizens run about and screamin
ear.

Abrocones gall ops up beside his Captain. The sight of him
throws Ephialtes fromhis feet. Trachis is now overrun by
Per si a.

| NT. GREEK CENTRAL COMMAND TENT -- NI GHT

Al'l the various |eaders of the Geek armes are gathered in
heat ed debate, tal king over each other.
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Among them are General Ais, Ceneral Tiro, the Lociran

Capt ai n,

MANTI NEAN and ORCHAMENI AN CAPTAI NS,
MYCENAEAN GENERAL, and General Leontiades. Leonidas,
standi ng behind him considers their words carefully.

75.

General Denophilus, General Hyperenor with the

ORCHAMENI AN CAPTAI N
-- W cannot stay, now

_ ~ HYPERENCR
It is suicide!

LEONTI ADES _
We nust turn fromthis place while we
can.

DEMOPHI LUS
We have cone here to fight! You woul d
have us now fl ee?

LOCRI AN CAPTAI N
Cowar ds!

HYPERENOR
How dare you- -

PHLI US CAPTAI N
You' ve heard what the scouts have told!
The Persians | oom at the other end of
t he pass!

_ ~ LEONTI ADES o
| will not just sit here waiting for
massacr e!

MYCENAEAN GENERAL
W are beset by nunbers that far
out wei gh our own- -

MANTI NEAN CAPTAI N
And what defense have we? An ancient,
di | apidated wall froma long forgotten
war - -

als
We should return to the Isthnus! There
a proper defense can be made- -

LEONTI ADES
Fefi The Isthnus. Com ng here was
ol ly--

HYPERENOR
King Leonidas. Please. It was foolish
to have thought this plan could work.
W w il not hold ground.

_ LEONTI ADES _
Yes. Li sten to reason, Leoni das.

TI RO
| will not |eave this post!
( MORE)

t he PHLI US GENERAL, the

Di eneces
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_ TI RO ( CONT' D)
Phoci a stood ground aPalnst Thessel y
here, and again we wi [l stand agai nst
t hi s eneny!

) PHLI US CAPTAI N )
Phoci a stood NO ground. Your city
LOST to Thessel y!

LOCRI AN CAPTAI' N

Locria stays as well! W wll not
give our lands to this invasion so
easi | y!

LEONTI ADES

You are fools! At Isthnus, al

i nvasi ons of the past have been staved
off!  We have the forces and the
fortifications--

Tl RO
And what of us as you run for your
m serable lives? Are we just sit b%
and al l ow ourselves to be ensl aved by
t hese outl anders! ?!

~ DEMOPHI LUS
We cannot just |eave themfor slaughter!

LOCRI AN CAPTAI N
Def ense at |sthnus nmakes fine for you
Pel oponnese, but all the |ands between
this place to that will fall prey to

their arny--

_ LEONTI ADES
| will not hear this! You cannot speak
for Thebes!

TI RO _
And you woul d speak for Phocia! ?!

HYPERENOR _
W do not speak for any one city! W
must take a course of action that wll
save ALL of Greece! Casualties mnust
be tolerated as we pursue the long run--

TI RO
Tol er at ed! ?!
~ LEONI DAS
(I'nfuri ated)

ENOUGH
The group quiets.
LEONI DAS ( CONT' D)

(Col d, intim'da_ting?
We do not abandon this place.
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HYPERENOR
~(Approachi ng Leoni das)
Leoni das, surely you can't--

EﬁFneces steps up, presenting his spear. Hyperenor backs
of f.

LEONI DAS
We do not abandon this place to the
eneny.

all s
Leoni das, be reasonabl e.

LEONTI ADES

How do you propose to take on the entire
of Persia's armes with just these few

nmen?
_ DI ENECES

Sparta is but 300, and yet none cower
as you lot. If we nmust, we will stand
al one agai nst the eneny.

als
300 against 2 mllion?

DEMOPHI LUS

You believe the words of fools? Could
you think that many nmen in the worl d?

MANTI NEAN CAPTAI N

2 mllion or 20 thousand, not even
Sparta can stand agai nst the invaders
wth only 300--
_ DI ENECES
You will see how but a few nen can
stop an entire arny, G eek.
LEONTI ADES

Spartan bravado! Wrds wll not strike
fear in the Persians. And what IS
Spartan strength. Wen |ast the
Persians cane to our |ands at_ Marathon,
you made excuse of your religion to
avoi d battle against themw th Athens--

Di eneces, drops his spear, draws his dagger and grasps
Leonti ades by the neck, holding the blade to his chin. The
ot hers gasp

DI ENECES
You dare, G eek--

LEONI DAS
DI ENECES!

Di eneces stares angrilx_into Leonti ades eyes. He breaths
heavily and then lets himgo, taking his place by his King.
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_ LEONTI ADES
Now you insult by permtting your
servant to touch his better--

_ ~ LEONIDAS
Di eneces is no nore ny servant as you
are a man, Theben. O any man's better.

LEONTI ADES
You dare- -
LEONI DAS
W will not [eave this place! Your
cities have put you under command,
and by ny word, you will all STAY.
TI RO )
We t hank you, King Leonidas--
HYPERENOR

But the Persians, good King. How can
we stand agai nst themw th such snal
nunber s?

Leoni das t hi nks a nonment.

LEONI DAS
Have envoys sent for reinforcenents to
the cities close by.

LEONTI ADES _
No one will fight, Spartan King. It
is the holy time of the AQynpics. It
Ls fFrbidden of all cities to nmake
attle--

LEONI DAS _
Send the envoys. |In the nean tine,
prepare yoursel ves.

78.

Leoni das exits the tent, Dieneces trailing him He |eaves

behi nd a group of fl abbergasted G eeks.
EXT. GREEK CAMP, CENTRAL COMMAND TENT -- CONTI NUOUS

As Leoni das wal ks away, Leontiades exits the tent to catch

up.

_ ~ LEONTI ADES
Ki ng Leoni das.

Di eneces, plearlx expressing his disdain for the Theben,
steps in his path, presenting his spear.

LEONI DAS

You have heard ny word, Theben.
LEONTI ADES

Leonidas, this is insanity! | do not

permt ny nmen to be put to slaughter.

Leoni das returns to Leontiades, gl owering over D eneces
shoul der.
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LEONI DAS
Sparta shall be at the front when battle
cones. You and your... "Men" m
cower all you like behind the wall.

But when you are called to do battle,
Theben, you will do it. Else you need
not fear death froma Persian bl ade.

For it shall be the spear of the Spartan
you now | ook upon that takes your life.

Leonidas turns fromhimand wal ks off. D eneces sneers,
shoves Leonti ades back a foot and follows his King.

CAMP CENTER - Kinobn stands at a distance fromthe Centra
Command Tent and wat ches Leoni das wal k of f.

Di t hyranbus wal ks up behind him Kinon hears his approach.
DI THYRAMBUS
Wio are you, Stranger. What are you
doi ng here?

Kinon is silent, but D thyranmbus won't be put off any |onger.
He grabs his arm and asks intensely:

DI THYRAMBUS ( CONT' D)
Who are you?

Kinmon stares himin the eyes defiantly, but finally relents.

~ KIMN .
My nane is Kinon. | ama citizen of
great Sparta.

DI THYRAMBUS
| don't understand. |f you're Spartan,
why do you hide it?

A beat .

Kl MON
Because... | am not supposed to be
her e.
A beat .
DI THYRAMBUS
What ?
Kl MON

The King decreed no Spartan w thout a
son born could join in this battle.
... was left wwth no son by ny wfe.

DI THYRAMBUS
(Synpat heti c¢)
| see.

KI MON

But | defied ny King and came anyway.
| left behind all that identifies ne
as a Spartan.

( MORE)
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_ _ KI MON (CONT' D)
| did this so that | could fight bY
the side of ny Klnﬁ, t hough he woul d
not knowit. So that |I could fight as

a Spartan.

DI THYRAMBUS
But... Wiy? For glory?

Kl MON _
Gory is not why a Spartan fights. W
fight for honor. W fight for... |
fight for ny King... ny father.

DI THYRAMBUS
The King is your father?

Kl MON

Not by bl ood. He found nme as a boy.
He saw in ne all things that make a
Spartiate. He took nme in and taught
nme side by side with his own son
Wth all of Sparta' s sons.

DI THYRAMBUS
| thought Spartans di scouraged such
famlial bonds? That all are to | ove
each other the sanme. As brothers.

KI MON
They do.

A beat. Dithyranbus understands.
DI THYRAMBUS
see.
(A beat)

VWll. Kinmon. Wen you are ready,
join us again by the fire.

Di t hyranbus | eaves Kinon alone to his thoughts.

THE PHOCI AN WALL - Leonidas wal ks with Di eneces at his side
to the Spartan canp. His face is stern and intense with
t houghts of the re.

DI ENECES
These fools will be the death of us.

LEONI DAS _
Enough of that, Dieneces. There is
much to prepare.

DI ENECES )
Aye. The eneny will be many, but it
is these trained "Imortal s" the
deserters told of that will be a chore.

~ LEONI DAS
(Forn1nP a plan) _
Yes. They'|ll have to be dealt wth..

DI SSCLVE TO
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EXT. THE SPARTAN CAMP -- EARLY MORNI NG BEFORE SUNRI SE 69

A Persian SPY rides by horse on a tiny ﬁath above the pass.
Past sone | arge rocks, b|OCklnﬁ_hIS sight of the sandy pass
is the Phocian wall. Wall is higher than he is able to see.

He dismounts for a closer inspection. Wthout noticing, he
steps out frombehind the |arge rocks and is expose to the
ca of Spartans. Panicked, the Spy junps back behind the
rocks expecting an attack that never cones. The Spartans
pay himno notice.

Curious, he nusters the courage to apﬁroach t hem making no
effort now to conceal hinself. Though he stands practically
beside them they still pay himno m nd, en?aglng only in
their exercises and a bizarre rituals. Confused, the Spy
returns to his horse and rides back to the Persian canp.

Pﬁp TO Leoni das on the wall ABOVE, watching the Persian ride
of f.

Di eneces steps out fromanong his nen to watch as well, and
turns to his King, neeting Leonidas' eyes with his own,
exchangi ng sil ent communi cati ons.

EXT. THE PERSI AN CAMP -- DAY 70
The nood anong the warriors is high and confident.

Persian Captains force arnmor on new conscripts at sword point.
Anmong the recruits i s Ephialtes.

Damar at us wal ks thought the canp and up the nountain side to
a perch where soldiers build an observation tent overl ooki ng
t he sandy pass below. He gazes over the @ulf in solem
contenpl ati on.

Abrocones' Captain wal ks up behind him

CAPTAI N
Lord Damaratus. You are sunmmpned.

I NT. THRONE TENT OF XERXES -- MOMENTS LATER 71

The Spy kneels before XERXES at his throne. Tigranes, _
Hydar nes, Achaenenes, Hyperantes and Abroconmes stand to either
side listening to the spy's report. Damaratus enters.

XERXES
(Ent ertai ned) _
Damaratus. Conme. Hear this hunor.
Per haps you can explain it.

Damar at us wal ks up and stands by Xerxes.

XERXES (CONT' D) ( CONT' D)
Repeat to Damaratus all you told us.

SPY
My Lord. | ventured to the Geek canp
as commanded and arrived to see only a
smal | contingent at a wall.

( MORE)



_ SPY ( CONT' D)
| had accidentally been exposed

to

their sight, but they took no notice.
| then deliberately exposed nyself,
and still they did not act to |ook. |
wal ked to them stood by them and

still they ignored ne.
~ ABROCOMES
How cl ose did you get.
SPY
My Lord. As close as | amto you.
ACHAEMENES
Nonsense, | tell you
SPY
| speak truth, Lord. | would not create

this story. Not to ny God-King.
XERXES

That is not what is nost perplexing.

Speak. Tell what engaged these
SPY

G eeks.

NK Lord, as | stood by them and wat ched,
t he

y grooned thensel ves and nmade

exercil se.

XERXES

Do you hear this, Damaratus? Madness.

- DAMARATUS
(Recogni zi nQg)
Yes, ny Lord.

Xerxes sits back in his throne, thoroughly entertained.

XERXES
(To the Spy)
You may go.
The Spy rises and backs out of the tent,

_ ACHAENENES _
Such lies. How can you believe

XERXES

al ways bow ng.

it?

Damar at us. Have you know edge of why

t hese fools would act this way?

DAMVARATUS

| do, ny Lord. The spy describes the

Spart ans.

XERXES

Can you explain their strange behavior?

_ DAMVARATUS _
It is ceremony, ny Lord. Ritua
preparation for battle.

82.
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TI GRANES
These Sﬁartans woul d nmake cerenDnK _
while their eneny stands before their
face?

HYDARNES
Lanbs to sl aughter

XERXES

How do you explain this bizarre
behavi or, Damarat us?

DAVARATUS
They send a nmessage to you, G eat God-
Ki ng. TheK say they will defend this
pl ace to the death. Thex are saying
they do not fear you. They conmmand
that it is you who is to fear them

HYPERANTES
Qut r ageous!
~ XERXES
(Laughi ng)

Oh, dear maratus! This is the great
city you said would neet us in blood?

o Tl GRANES
Sui ci de.

XERXES _ _
| f you give no consideration for their
clear insanity; they are but a few
hundred to ny thousands. Wuld you

still say it possible so snmall an arny
to contend with nmy own?
DAMARATUS

| swear it, my King. Let ne be treated
as a liar if matters fall not out as |
say. You now deal with the first

ki ngdom and city in Geece, and with

the bravest nen. |f you take them
they will make you pay heavily for the
privil ege.

ABROCOVES

W shoul d attack now. Take them quickly
and decisively. Be done with this.

HYDARNES

| agree. Let ne take the immortals,
sire. W wll show them bl oodshed..

Xer xes considers for a nonent.

XERXES
No.

HYPERANTES
But br ot her - -
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XERXES
It's alright, brother. | believe these
Greeks are not the threat they are
made to be. Touched, perhaps, but no
nmore than nuisance. We'Ill wait. Gven
tine to reflect, they shall conme to
their senses and surrender. As did
t he ot hers.

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. THE GREEK CAMP -- NI GHT 72
The night is filled wth a deathly silence.

BEH ND THE WALL - The G eeks sleep restlessly, but make not
a noise for fear of draw ng danger.

FRONT OF THE WALL - The Spartans, still awake w th nervous
anticipation, sit quietly as well, staring into their fires,
en?aglng in no banter, no conradery. The tension is thick.
A few engage in groomng here and there, and sone sharpen
their spears, but all are beset by thoughts of what is to
come.

Di eneces lies |ooking at the night sky with his ness,
Ari st odenmus, Xuthos, Atys, Al pheus, ro and ot hers.

Suddenly, a noise is heard by themon the steep rocky sl ope
t hat boarders the pass. Like Ilghtnlng t hey stand, spears
po!nteﬂ toward the threat. Qher nearby canp groups quickly
Join them

Two G eeks, TROS and LAGOS, wander into the canp fire |ight.

LAGOS
Hol d, G eeks!

TROS
We do not attack!

They stunble forward and fall to their knees, out of breath,
at the feet of the Spartans.

LAGOS _
Pl ease. W have escaped the Persians.

TROS
W have wal ked many hours. Have you
food to spare? Water?

The Spartans don't nove.
_ LAGOS
The Persi ans. Thex t ook us as
conscripts, to fight in their arny.

More Spartans join themto | ook dowmn on these two. Lagos
beconmes fearful that they may think hima spy.
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LAGOS ( CONT' D)
( Ner vous) _
But we will not fight for them Not
agai nst our brothers.

A beat .

DI ENECES
And what makes you think we would have
you fight for us?

TROS
Ww th respect, brother, we do not
conme to fight for you either

LAGOS
W' ve cone to warn you
ARl STODEMUS
Warn us?
TROS
To turn back. You cannot fathom what
you face.
LAGOS

The Persians. They are many sol diers,
Persian and Greek. So many. Beyond
sanity.

TROS _
They would |ay waste to you all in

m nut es.
~ ATYS
ngcklng)
Trul y*
LAGOS

Yes. Heed us. Their archers... they
are so nunerous that the flight of
their arrows eclipses the sun.

Di eneces | ooks at his fellow Spartans. Their faces are cold
as stone. He turns back to the two Greeks, stoic and
apat heti c.

DI ENECES

So nmuch the better... for then we shall
fight themin the shade.

A beat .

Atys lets out a consum ng |augh. The others join him the
sound of it rising up into the starry night sky.

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. CHALCI S -- N GHT 73
Eur ybi ades stands over an alter where a sheep has been laid

out for sacrifice. Six of the priests aid himin the
cer enony.
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He pulls his dagger fromits sheath and stabs the sheep. He
cuts into its stomach and pulls out its liver. The priests
gat her about himto | ook for thenselves. He cracks a smle

_ ADEI MANTUS (Q. S.)
Eur ybi ades! Eurybi ades!

He turns to Adei mantus down the beach near the tent barracks.

Qi ekl y1 ADEl MANTUS ( CONT' D)

I NT. THEM STOCLES' TENT -- MOMENTS LATER

Eurybi ades enters with Them stocl es and Aristedes, who have
only thenselves just arrived, to Adei mantus and SCYLLI AS.

THEM STOCLES
What goes on here, Adei mantus?

ADEI MANTUS
Masters. Providence is brought to us
by this man. He is Scyllias. An
escaped sl ave of the Persian fleet.
Them stocl es and Ari stedes perk up.

THEM STOCLES

Speak, friend. |Is this true?
SCYLLI AS
Yes, Master. 'Tis true. From Aphetae

did! rowin a boat to reach you

ARl STEDES
VWhat nunber are the Persians? What
are their armaments? How far from
here are they?

SCYLLI AS
Masters, the Persians were 1,200 strong,
but a stormat the Squid Cape off M.
Pelion has thinned their nunbers by
400 and damaged the survivors.

ARl STEDES
That is still 800 ships to contend.

SCYLLI AS
| pray thee, Master, hear ne. The
Persian fl eet-General, Mardonius knows
of your presence at Artem sium He
seeks to elimnate your threat so he
may continue to Athens unassailed. To
that end, as he nmakes repair of his
fleet, he has sent 200 nore of his
ships that are battle ready around
Euboea for flanking.

A beat .

ARl STEDES
Do you hear this, ny Lord?

74
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THEM STOCLES
They are as weak as we coul d ever hope.
Prepare a squadron.

Aristedes immedi ately turns and | eaves the tent. H s voice
can be heard calling to his nen.

Them stocles puts his armaround Scylli as.
THEM STOCLES ( CONT' D)

From where do you hail, friend Scyllias?

What occupation do you do there?
SCYLLI AS

| amfrom Scione, Lord. | ama

fi sherman and di ver.

THEM STOCLES _

| know this Cty. Honorable nmen reside
there. Well, Scyllias of Scione. You
are now al so of Athens. Wen this war
is done, you wll be invited to ny

reat Gty to dine and be cel ebrat ed.

statue shall be made in your inmage
and you will becone adviser to ne on
all marine issues and actions.

SCYLLI AS
(Honor ed)
Thank you, Lord!

THEM STOCLES
Adei mantus. Take him Nourish and
refresh him Spare hi mnothing.

ADEI MANTUS
| obey.

Adei mantus | eaves with Scylli as.
THEM STOCLES

So, what say you, Eurybiades. WII
you lead this fleet?

~ EURYBI ADES
(Anticipating the
fight _
| f your rabble be | ed, Athenian, |
wi | | ead t hem

Them stocl es enbraces Eurybi ades in excitenent.

~ EURYBI ADES ( CONT' D)
(Sm r ki ng) _
What sar you now, Them stocles? Wuld
you still call prayer a "waist of tine"?

Then}stocles bursts out |aughing and | eaves. Eurybi ades
trailing.
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EXT. EDGE OF THE MALI ACUS GULF -- LATER 75

The ships pull out fromthe shore of Euboea to chase down
the Persian fleet.

DI SSCLVE TQO
I NT. THRONE TENT OF XERXES -- CRACK COF DAWN 76

Xer xes stands at open tent_flaﬁs over | ooking the @ulf, gazing
out. Abrocones stands behind him Damaratus at the side.

ABROCOVES
My Ki ng.

Xer xes doesn't turn.

ABROCQOVES ( CONT' D)
Brother. It has been 5 days. They
have sent no word of surrender

Xerxes still doesn't turn.
_ XERXES
(Slightly annoyedL _

These Greeks task ne, brother. | wll

have an end to their reckl ess insol ence.
Abr ocones bows and turns.

XERXES ( CONT' D)

| want them alive, Abrocones. As nmany

as possible. Bring them before.
Abrocones bows again and | eaves to begin the war.
Damar at us | ooks to Xerxes with reservation.
EXT. THERMOPYLAE PASS -- LATER 77

SUPER: " THE FI RST DAY"

The rising sun bakes the sandy pass and the sound of the
crashing ocean from bel ow the coastal cliff that boarders
Ther mopyl ae. The crash gets slowy |ouder until it becones

t he sound of 3,000 Medean and Cissian soldiers of the Persian

Arny.

Tigranes | eads themon his horse. He rides up onto a nound
of rock and sand and draws his sword.

BEH ND THE WALL - The G eeks are assenbl ed al ong the wall
and up and down the nmountain hills |ooking out at the pass.

A PERCH ABOVE THE PASS - Xerxes sits in his small observation
tent. FVEerantes, Abrocones, Hydarnes and Damarat us stand
bylrln1 our tables with scribes sit below to observe as

wel | .

THE PASS - The Persian arny stands silent by Tigranes' side,
those at the front filled with fear
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TI GRANES
G eeks! M Lord Xerxes has conmmanded
I P!ve you just this last chance!
Del'i ver up your arns and swear feaItY
to your God, and you shall be spared!

A beat .

LEONI DAS (O. S.)
PERSI AN!

PAN TO Leoni das at the 20 yard narrow of the pass, standing
a few paces in front of his Spartans.

Arnmored and hel ned, the 300 bares their shields, overlapping
each other, each man covering hinmself and the man to his

left in the traditional phalanx. Wth their spears pointed
at the eneny, the Spartans look |like a bristled pin cushion.

LEONI DAS ( CONT' D)
Conme get them

Tigranes sneers at this with entertained surprise. He lifts
his sword and rel eases his battle cry.

The arnmy wails with him slammng their weapons on their
arnor and shi el ds.

Leoni das casually wal ks to the center of the pass and lifts
his shield and spear to the ready.

The sound of flutes rise and the 300 begin a steady pace
forward, envel oping Leonidas into their front ranks.

TI GRANES
Ar cher s!

A line of archers gather in front of the Persian arny. They
load an arrow and wait. After a beat:

TI GRANES ( CONT' D)

Launch!
THE ARROWS FLY THROUGH THE Al R AT THE SPARTANS-
DI ENECES
SHI ELDS!

The Spartans [ift their shields and cover thenselves. A few
ar;gms 8et t hrough, but only superficial injuries are
suf f er ed.

The Archers are prepared for another volley.

TI GRANES
Launch!

Agai n theY_shootz but the result is the sane. Annoyed,
Tigranes lifts his sword and the archers vanish into the arny.

_ TI GRANES ( CONT' D)
(Wavi ng his sword)
Take the field!
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The Persians charge forward. The Spartans keep their pace.
Sone of the Persians fall over the cliff, into the sea.
O hers trip and are tranpl ed.

And then with an EARTH SHATTERI NG CLASH, the two armes
finally neet!

THE PERCH - Xerxes sits drinking and enjoying his first
S|Pht of true battle. The scribes are wite the nanmes of
sol diers who perform badly.

THE FI RST DAY OF BATTLE AT THERMOPYLAE - VAR QUS SHOTS

THE PASS - The Persians fight fiercely, but their swords and
short spears cannot outreach the spears of the Spartans, and
their w cker spears offer little protection. They are cut
down. Soldiers behind the front line hesitate to junp into
t hi s bl oodbat h

TI GRANES ( CONT' D
Push forward! Take them  Take them!

LI EUTENANTS whi p the nen on; soldiers are pushed on, tranpling
sonme of their fellows and throwi ng those at the front into
t he Spartan spears.

LEONI DAS
Left fl ank! Move forward!

BUCOLI
For war d!

The left flank steps into the Persian arny, creating a
crescent nmoon formation to the cliff edge.

~ LEONI DAS
Push theminto the seas!

Using the narrow of the pass to their advantage, the Spartans
di smenber the Persians and shove nang of theminto the sea,
t heir bodi es breaking on the shoal s bel ow.
THE PERCH - Xerxes watches stoically, but growi ng angry.
XERXES
The Meeds seem unable to take these
G eeks, brothers.

HYPERANTES
The fight only just begins.

Abrocones is concerned. Damaratus hides his pride.
THE PASS - The Persians are losing ground to the Spartans.

BUCOLI
Ranks!

The front rank switches with the second and noves to the
rear for rest and to tend injuries.

Ti granes kicks his horse forward and screans at his Lieutenants.
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TI GRANES
FORWARD! MOVE THEM FORWARD!

The Lieutenants whip the soldiers harder. Mre are tranpled.
THE PHOCI AN WALL - All except Kinon watch the Spartans in awe.

THE PASS - The Persian ranks are thinning. Angered, Tigranes
ki cks his horse into the fray, galloping over his own nen.

He weaves between the Spartan spears to their shields. He
hacks and rears his horse down on them but he can't breach
their inpenetrable wall.

Tl GRANES ( CONT' D)
Fall, damm you!

The Spartans try to stab himw th their spears, but he parries
t hem away.

Atys sees Tigranes at the far left of the ranks. He reaches
down and takes up a bloodx spear froma dead Persian's hand
and tosses it, piercing the heart of Tigranes' horse. It
falls dead, throw ng Tigranes to the rocks. And with that,
the Persian force begins to TURN fromthe field.

DI ENECES
They turn, Spartans! Press harder!
Move forward and take them

The Spartans press forward.

Tigranes lifts hinself up. A nasty gash on his headl eaks
into his eyes. He w pes the blood away and w tnesses the
the retreat of his troops.

TI GRANES
¢85N AGAI NST THEM  PRESS ON, DAMN

Most ignore him

TI GRANES ( CONT' D)
COMRDS! TURN BACK!

The Lieutenants whip at them but the soldiers risk the pain
of the lash ra